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THE TIE THAT BINDS

Liz Cutler Gates, Editor

THE IDENTITY INITIATIVE

“We tend to look for examples of success in size and activity,
then adopt or adapt the models of ministry we find without
really considering whether or not those models fit our distinctive
beliefs and heritage.” Todd Scoles, Restoring the Household

\d

Todd Scoles, writing in the introduction
Restoring the Household: The Quest of the Grace Brethren
Church (BMH Books, 2008), believed the Fellowship of
Grace Brethren Churches suffered from a sort of identity
crisis.

He noted that we are a group who sincerely want to know and
follow Jesus, but we are relatively small within the evangelical
community. “We tend to look for examples of success in size
and activity, then adopt or adapt the models of ministry we
find without really considering whether or not those models fit
our distinctive beliefs and heritage,” he said.

That identity crisis may soon be resolved, as leaders in the
FGBC have begun to further define who we are as a move-
ment of churches. At four regional Focus Retreats (a fifth is
yet to be held), Dr. Dave Guiles has skillfully led participants
through a series of discussions that listened to our past, while
beginning to look forward. It is part of a two-year process,
called the Identity Initiative, to examine how we understand
ourselves, and the way we explain ourselves to others.

This issue of GraceConnect
begins the next phase of the
Identity Initiative. Written
completely by Dr. Guiles,

it lays the groundwork for a
series of healthy discussions
to be held around North
America in the next two
churches... It is part of a  years that will ensure that we
remain a biblically sound,
culturally relevant move-
ment of churches.

That identity crisis may
soon be resolved, as
leaders in the FGBC
have begun to further
define who we are

as a movement of

two-year process, called
the Identity Initiative,

to examine how we We encourage you to pray

for the Identity Initiative.
Watch for updates on the
process in future issues of
GraceConnect and on our
news site, graceconnect.us.
On the website, you may
want to check out the Zimothy Letters, written by Focus Re-
treat participants to their ministry protégés outlining values
they want to pass on. (Click on the pull-down list under the
“Grace Stories” menu item.) Or see real-time reactions to the
Focus Retreat discussions by clicking on the Values Canvas
link in the right column.

understand ourselves,
and the way we explain
ourselves to others.

I can’t close this column without thanking Judy Daniels. As
the magazine went into production, I left on an extended
medical leave to recover from major surgery. Judy, an expe-
rienced writer and magazine editor, guided the publication
through the rest of the process. Thanks, Judy, for stepping in
to help!

Liz Cutler Gates, lcgates@bmbbooks.com, is
the editor of Grace Connect. Since 2010, she
has served as executive director of the Brethren
Missionary Herald Company. She and her
husband, Doug, live in Warsaw, Ind.
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S0 What s a
Grace Brethren

Anyway?

While our movement
began in Germany in the
early 1700s, we trace our
roots back through history
to the New Testament and
the early church.
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t's happened to all of us — that awkward moment

when someone asks, “So, just what is a Grace

Brethren, anyway?” How do you answer? More

times than we like to admit, many of us default to
comments like, “Well, were sort of like the Baptists,
except we have a different way of baptizing and
organizing our communion services.”

Since leaving the mainstream Brethren in the late

1800s, our movement has wrestled with an ongoing
identity crisis. Early in the last century, as the liberal vs.
conservative debates raged, we placed ourselves in the
camp of those committed to defending the fundamentals
of the faith. As the century progressed, it was soon
apparent that we belonged to a global movement that
used the label evangelical. While few of us are completely
comfortable with everything clustered under that broad
umbrella, the label fits when understood in light of the
other major divisions of global Christianity — Catholic,
Eastern Orthodox, Mainline Protestant, and Pentecostal.
But none of the typical labels provide a really satisfactory
answer to the question, “So, just what is a Grace
Brethren, anyway?”

Through 7he Identity Initiative, a group of leaders
representing the global Grace Brethren movement

is proposing a different path forward. Imagine the
following scenario, and see if it helps reframe our answers
in ways that are more meaningful to those inside and
outside of our movement:

“So, what is a Grace Brethren, anyway?”
“We are a global fraternity of churches that, above all, is
committed to following Jesus Christ, as revealed in the

Bible.”

“Interesting. Please tell me more.”

“While our movement began in Germany in the early
1700s, we trace our roots back through history to the
New Testament and the early church. In fact, we base
our core beliefs on 2,000 years of orthodox Christian
teaching, and we share these beliefs with more than 545
million evangelical Christians today.”

“But what makes you different from other
churches?”

“The majority of what we teach and obey are
convictions we share with other Christ-followers who
base their doctrines on historic orthodoxy and identify
with the global evangelical movement. But like most
physical families, as a spiritual family we have some
unique characteristics and convictions that come out
of our shared journey over the past 300 years. Some of
these include ...”

As other articles in this magazine will demonstrate, one of
the principal goals of 7he Identity Initiative is to reframe
the way we understand ourselves (internally) and the way
we explain ourselves to others (externally). What better
place to begin than with a fresh way of answering the
question, “So, what is a Grace Brethren, anyway?”

The articles in this edition of GraceConnect were
written by Dave Guiles, D.Min., Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School (2013), and M.Div., Grace Theological
Seminary (1987). He has been an active participant
in Charis International since its inception in 1994,
and currently serves as coordinator of the Charis
Steering Committee. Dave was born into the Grace
Brethren movement at the Third Brethren Church
of Philadelphia, where his great-grandfather was
a founding member. The son of Grace Brethren
church planters, Dave and his wife, Sue, served
in Argentina with Grace Brethren International
Missions (GBIM), from 1988-1999, In April 2000,
he became the executive director of GBIM, which
was recently renamed Encompass World Partners.
~= % Dave and Sue currently reside near
A the new mission headquarters in
Atlanta, and in the margins of a
busy life are committed to helping
start new churches that reflect the
DNA of the Grace Brethren global
family.
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Getting It
Right,
Again!

What if our spiritual
parents actually
expected us to

keep studying and
keep improving our
Statement of Faith?
The spirit that launched
and labeled us as
“the progressives”

in 1886 included a
dual commitment to
understanding God’s
never-changing Word
and applying it in
meaningful ways to
God’s ever-changing
world.

he tension in the room was palpable. Spread on the

table before us were the Statements of Faith of the

Grace Brethren Churches of the Central African

Republic, Chad, Cameroon, and Nigeria. Seated
around the table were the presidents and secretaries who
represented those churches. It was November 2013, and
joining with us in Yaoundé, Cameroon, were Charis
North American Representative Keith Shearer and Africa
Regional Director Frank Puhl.

For most of the day, we had discussed the growing role of
Charis International® as a fraternity of churches and lead-
ers representing our global movement. We reflected on 7he
Charis Commitment to Common Mission, adopted in 2008
at Bad Homburg, Germany, and we celebrated its positive
impact on our churches.? But the primary reason for gath-
ering that day was to begin laying the foundation for the
next Charis International Leadership Meetings (Oct 2015).
We are currently engaged in a global discussion that will
culminate in an historic moment: for the first time in our
300-year history, delegates representing our churches from
around the world will be invited to help define a fresh ex-
pression of our doctrines and practices.

This is a moment to rejoice! The hard work and sacrifices
of our cross-cultural workers are bearing fruit! With Grace
Brethren Churches in at least 24 countries, we are now a
global movement. Charis International provides the plat-
form for leaders from around the world to join us at the
round table, where we can chart our future together!

So why so much tension in the room? Did it come from
the surprising discovery that all four counties were using
slightly different Statements of Faith? After all, if member-
ship in our global movement requires us to sign the exact
same documents, how do we explain the fact that each
country has developed along its own unique path?

But that was #oz the cause of tension. Instead, it was the
realization that zone of these Statements of Faith included
the very important opening paragraphs adopted by the
U.S. churches in 1969:

Section One. Covenant. The sovereign congrega-
tions which are members of this corporation are united
in accepting the Holy Scriptures as the sole guide and au-
thority in all matters of faith, doctrine, and practice.

Section Two. Statement of Faith. The Fellow-
ship of Grace Brethren Churches has a corporate commit-

ment to a basic body of beliefs founded on God’s revealed
truth. The Statement of Faith is the current expression of a
never-ending effort to clarify an understanding of the primary
doctrines we accept (italics added).’

“So why weren't these words included in the teachings we
received from our spiritual parents?,” asked one African
leader. My thoughts immediately raced back to my years
in Latin America. I didnt remember seeing those words in
the Statements of Faith adopted years ago by Argentina,
Brazil, or Mexico, either. “I'm sure there wasn’t a conscious
choice to deceive anyone,” I replied. “I can only assume
that our spiritual parents focused on teaching good doc-
trine, and may not have understood how important these
opening words would become for our global movement.”

In the present-past cultural orientation of central Africa,
faithfulness is often measured in terms of fidelity to what
our spiritual parents taught us. This stands in stark con-
trast to the future orientation of most North Americans.
In our culture, new is often considered better, and we can
be quick to discard the o/d for something novel. Yet we
find strong echoes of the African worldview in the Apostle
Paul’s challenge to Timothy:

Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have
heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ
Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the
good deposit entrusted to you.”

But what if our spiritual parents actually expected us to
keep studying and keep improving our Statement of Faith?
The spirit that launched and labeled us as “the progres-
sives” in 1886 included a dual commitment to under-
standing God’s never-changing Word and applying it in
meaningful ways to God’s ever-changing world. Have we
worked hard enough at implanting that conviction as our
movement became global? And are there good reasons why
we've waited almost 50 years before reengaging in what
they called ‘@ never-ending effort to clarify an understanding
of the primary doctrines we accept?”

A Brief History of Our Statement(s) of Faith

Recent historians of the Grace Brethren Church left us
with helpful explanations of the process through which
a traditionally non-creedal movement came to embrace
the need for a summary statement of our core beliefs.®

Spring 2014 | GraceConnect 7



The Message of the Brethren Ministry

National Ministerial Association of The Brethren Church
(1921)

The world was changing rapidly, and the Progressive Breth-
ren were committed to engage that world. Some of us mi-
grated to big cities. Others read widely, traveled broadly,
and even pursued higher education. Simultaneously, we
began to increase our contact with evangelicals whose
beliefs differed from ours. Of great concern to our spiri-
tual fathers was the growing influence of liberalism in the
American church, and the possibility that some of our
leaders would be led astray by its errors.

In 1921, the National Ministerial Association adopted The
Message of the Brethren Ministry' as a summary of the es-
sential beliefs for members of that organization. For the
first time in our history, leaders agreed upon a short sum-
mary of what they considered the essential beliefs of our
movement. It would be used to help determine which
leaders were qualified to lead our churches. 7he Message is
a good document, and I hope you will take time to read
it. It was officially adopted by our National Conference in
1938, and guided us until our current Statement of Faith
replaced it in 1969.

The Statement of Faith

Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches
(1969)

Dr. Russell D. Barnard served as the first full-time direc-
tor of The Foreign Missionary Society of the Brethren Church
(now Encompass World Partners) from 1946 until his re-
tirement in 1966. The following year, he was asked to
chair a committee responsible to create a more robust ex-
pression of our doctrines. While most evangelicals would
have little difficulty in embracing most of 7he Message of
the Brethren Ministry, the new Statement of Faith went
much farther in incorporating position statements that
had come to define our beliefs over the intervening de-
cades. In other words, while the new Statement of Faith
was an accurate summary of what we had come to believe,
it would be inaccurate to conclude it was a faithful re-
flection of what we had always believed. * As Welfare ob-
served to Franklin many years before, we are a movement
committed to continuing to grow in our understanding of
God’s truth. 7he Statement of Faith was adopted in 1969
with only a few dissenting votes.?

'A copy of The Message of the Brethren Ministry can be accessed at
graceconnect.us/?p=27953

Scoles observes, “Most likely, none of the six major branches [of the Brethren
movement] would be immediately recognizable to Alexander Mack.,” see p.
228.

3The current Statement of Faith can be accessed at graceconnect.us/?p=27964
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But since most of us may not take the time to reread
those books, allow me to refresh our memories with a
summary of our history:

No Printed Confession!

A fascinating exchange between Benjamin Franklin
and Michael Welfare, a member of the Ephrata Com-
munity, captures the attitude of the early Brethren
toward written summaries of our beliefs. Franklin
struggled to understand why the early Brethren were
reticent to publish a statement of faith, and invited
Welfare to address the issue. Welfare replied,

When we were first drawn together as a society... it
had pleased God to enlighten our minds so far as

to see that some doctrines, which we once esteemed
truths were errors; and that others, which we had
esteemed errors, were real truths. From time to time
He has been pleased to afford us farther light, and
our principles have been improving, and our errors
diminishing. Now we are not sure that we are ar-
rived at the end of this progression, and at the per-
fection of spiritual or theological knowledge; and we
fear that, if we should once print our confession of
Jaith, we should feel ourselves bound and confind by
it, and perbaps be unwilling to receive farther im-
provement, and our successors still more so, as con-
ceiving what we their elders and founders had done,
to be something sacred, never to be departed from.®

The New Testament As Our Creed

In 1883, when the Progressive Brethren broke away
and created a new fraternity of churches, they also
studiously avoided any formal doctrinal statements.
Dave Plaster describes this defining moment of our
history as follows: “When a very simple statement
was proposed at the beginning, someone moved the
New Testament as the substitute motion for the state-
ment of faith, and they voted by unanimously singing
the doxology together!” Once again, our forefathers
affirmed our commitment to Scripture, as well as our
reticence to express our beliefs in any form that might
become a creed.

By 1892, however, our leaders were willing to recog-
nize the need for a short document that clarified what

made us different from other groups that also followed the
New Testament. It was assumed that our churches believed
the major doctrines held by other evangelicals, so they
weren't included in the resolution. Instead, the delegates
approved a short list of statements that outlined what

they called “divine ordinances.” These included baptism
by trine immersion, feetwashing, the Lord’s Supper as a
full evening meal, the bread and cup, and the holy kiss.
Another clause reaffirmed our commitment to a “truly
congregational” form of government.”

Where do we go from here?

Forty-five years have passed since our spiritual fathers ad-
opted our current Statement of Faith. For our movement
in North America, this was a period where many of us
continued to learn, to grow, and to engage the broader
evangelical community. Yet we have remained faithful to
our DNA, planted deeply by our spiritual fathers, that
“the Holy Scriptures [are] the sole guide and authority in
all matters of faith, doctrine, and practice.”

At the same time, we acknowledge that these past 45 years
have marked us in some very painful ways. Many reading
this article are still carrying scars from the three significant
doctrinal disputes summarized in Scoles’ chapter, Zesting
Autonomy. I've survived two of them, and I doubt there is
a person among us who would say to his or her grandchil-
dren, “As a fraternity of churches and leaders, we're pleased
with how we conducted ourselves, and urge you to imitate

»

us.

So let’s admit that many of us feel more than a slight
twinge of fear when we think about engaging once again
in discussions about what we believe. Yet while the worsz
of our history might have surfaced in these disputes, is

it possible that the besz of our movement can be found
there as well? With each debate, we came to the edge of a
precipice, looked over into the abyss, and decided to move
back to our historic commitment to the Scriptures above
all else. More than any other distinguishing characteristic,
I believe this is the genius of our spiritual forefathers—to
submit to God’s Word while exploring fresh ways of ap-
plying it to God’s world.

But something else has happened during the past 45 years.
We became a global movement of churches! Current statis-

tics reveal that more than 90 percent of Grace Brethren
Churches and perhaps 95 percent of worship attendances
are located outside of North America. And as I travel the
world, I meet new Christ-followers worshiping alongside
folks who consider themselves third, fourth, and even
fifth-generation Grace Brethren!

We know that our spiritual parents expected us to keep
studying and keep improving our understanding of God’s
Word. We must also believe that they intended this com-
mitment to be equally shared among a// of their spiritual
descendants. So the first time in our 300-year history, we
are creating the opportunity for the global Grace Brethren
family to join the process! Other articles in this magazine
will explain this process in greater detail.

We began this article in a tension-filled room in the heart
of Africa, where eight key African leaders were wrestling
with feelings of being marginalized from one of the most
important characteristics of our movement. I'm pleased to
report that the tension soon dissipated as we explained the
inclusive process of 7he Identity Initiative, and the goal of
creating a Charis Commitment to Common Identity.

How about you? Are you ready to join in regional and
global dialogues destined to help write the next chapter in
our ongoing quest to submit to God’s Word while engag-
ing God’s world?

! Meeting for the first time in October 1994, representatives from
Grace Brethren Churches around the globe agreed to name our
movement Charis, the Greek word for grace. They believed it was a label
that captured the best of our movement and could be shared equally by
all of our churches, irrespective of their primary language.

2 See the Charis Commitment to Common Mission, at graceconnect.

us/?p=27972

% Only sections pertinent to this article are cited here. For the complete
version of the Preamble of our Statement of Faith, go to fgbc.org/about/
statementoffaith

42 Timothy 1:13-14 ESV

> See Plaster, David, Finding Our Focus, Winona Lake: BMH Books,
2003 and Scoles, Todd, Restoring the Household: The Quest of the Grace
Brethren Church, Winona Lake: BMH Books, 2008. Both books are
available at bmhbooks.com.

¢ Franklin, Benjamin. 7he Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin. (Dover
Publications: Mineola, N.Y., 1996), 91, cited by Todd Scoles in
Restoring the Household, p 173.

7 Plaster, p 80-81
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Truth

That Builds

Bridges

Churches will be

encouraged to work out

expressions of biblical
truth in relationship to

their surrounding culture.
Examples might include
truth statements about
initiation rights in Africa,

ancestor veneration

in Asia, the role of the
church as an advocate
for the poor in Latin
America, or a biblical

position on immigration

in North America.

.
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ne of the most innovative and
potentially helpful paradigms de-
veloped by the Charis International
Steering Committee centers around
the concept of “truth expressed in
relationship on mission.” While truth
is frequently employed to build walls
and emphasize differences, truth can
also be employed to extend bridges and
celebrate what we share in common.
The Identity Initiative is creating a path
forward where our doctrinal convictions
will be expressed in ways that demon-
strate unity within the context of a frac-
tured and broken world.

Lets begin on the broadest possible
level, asking the most significant ques-
tion of all time: Whar will you do with
Jesus Christ? We believe the answer to
that question will divide humanity for
all of eternity. In the increasingly hostile
environment in which many Christ-fol-
lowers live, this is the defining question,
and our answer is what distinguishes

us from the Hindu, Buddhist, Muslim,

Secular, and Animist worlds.

In the globalized context of the Grace
Brethren movement today, we propose
that the most important affirmation we
must make is a statement about our loy-
alty and submission to the Jesus Christ
as revealed in the Bible. And our answer
to this question serves as a constant
reminder that Christ already established
bridges between us and anyone else who
calls Him Lord and Savior.

The goal of the first Truth Cluster
is to affirm to all persons every-
where our loyalty and submission
to Jesus Christ.

On another level, we face a second set
of significant questions. Where do we
place ourselves with respect to historic
orthodoxy and the global evangelical
movement? Certainly no one among us
believes that God’s plan for this age be-
gan in 1708, when our forefather Alex-

ander Mack and seven others committed
to start a church that would be faithful
to the New Testament. And we accept
the fact that most of the theology our
spiritual ancestors taught was a theology
they received. For the previous 17 centu-
ries, many godly men and women had
developed, tested, and propagated the
basic tenets of our common faith. These
include doctrines like the Trinity, the
Virgin Birth of Christ, Substitutionary
Atonement, the authority of Scripture,
and many more.

Today we believe that the best of ortho-
dox Christianity can be found within
the global evangelical movement. This is
not to say that other branches of Chris-
tianity are void of truth. And it is not

to say that we are comfortable with ev-
erything we see in global evangelicalism.
Instead, it is an affirmation that, out of
multiple streams that trace their source
back to the New Testament, we identify
most with those who share the label of
Evangelical Christian.

The goal of the Second Truth
Cluster, the Evangelical Core,

is to demonstrate to ourselves
and others that we trace our
roots back to the New Testament
through the stream of historic
Christian orthodoxy, and we
share many of our most impor-
tant convictions with the global
evangelical movement.

On another level, we belong to a global
spiritual tribe that traces its spiritual
heritage back more than 300 years to a
place in time. From those humble begin-
nings, and through moments of excit-
ing growth and painful separations, we
emerged as a fraternity of churches that
share a common commitment to Bibli-
cal truth, Biblical relationships, and Bibli-
cal mission. We are not the only tribe in
God’s great family. We certainly don't
claim to be the biggest, the wisest, or the

best resourced. But we share common
roots, we actually like each other (most
days!) and we are proving that together
we can accomplish far more that anyone
could dream of doing on his or her own.

Think for a moment about your own
family. Much of your DNA is the same
as everyone else on planet earth. Yet
there are strands of your DNA that
make it clear you belong to one of the
broad racial divisions that inhabit our
world today: Hispanic, Caucasian, Asia,
Native American, etc. And yet there are
a few strands that would lead any re-
searcher directly back to your immediate
and extended family.

While the First Truth Cluster recognizes
that Christ placed us in his global Body,
and the Second Truth Cluster reminds
us that we are a product of historic or-
thodox Christianity and member of the
global evangelical movement, the Third
Truth Cluster is far more personal.

The goal of the Charis Core is

to identify those characteristics
that unite us as the global Grace
Brethren movement. It seeks to
answer the question, “What are
those unique commitments to
truth, relationship, and mission
that we consider the distinguish-
ing marks of our family?”

Beginning in 2015, we will encourage
the development of the Fourth Truth
Clusters, where each regional fraternity of
Grace Brethren Churches will be encour-
aged to work out expressions of biblical
truth in relationship to their surrounding
culture. Examples might include truth
statements about initiation rights in Af-
rica, ancestor veneration in Asia, the role
of the church as an advocate for the poor in
Latin America, or a biblical position on
immigration in North America.

These Fourth Truth Clusters
recognize that our churches in
different regions face different

issues in their quest to speak
God’s truth into the burning so-
cial issues of the day.

In this model, space is created for
churches from one global region to
respect the right of churches in other
regions by not requiring agreement on
these matters.

Through the paradigm of Truth Clus-
ters, the Charis International Steering
Committee is providing tracks for us to
develop fresh expressions of our core
identity and doctrines. Before going on-
line to see their proposals (graceconnect.
us/?p=27967), why not attempt the fol-

lowing exercise?

Take a blank sheet of paper, and write
the following:

1. What does our movement most need
to say that would demonstrate to the
world that we are loyal followers of
Jesus Christ?

2. What core doctrines does our move-
ment hold in common with historic
orthodoxy and the global evangelical
movement?

3. What are those family characteristics
in the areas of truth, relationship,
and mission that mark us a part of
the Grace Brethren movement?

4. What are some of the burning so-
cial issues we face in our part of the
world into which we need to speak

God’s truth?

Important Links

The Message of the Brethren Ministry
graceconnect.us/?p=27953

The Statement of Faith
graceconnect.us/?p=27964

Charis Commitment to Common Mission

graceconnect.us/?p=27972

Charis Commitment to Common Identity
graceconnect.us/?p=27967
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Perhaps the most significant
moment was our mutual
commitment to abandon the
idea that the North American
church was the parent, and to
affirm the equality of all of our

churches by inviting them to join
us as “equals at the round table.”

t was 1993 and a group of mission

leaders were gathered to wrestle with

some of the big issues facing our

global movement. Thanks to God’s
blessing and the sacrificial work of many
faithful men and women, new fellow-
ships of Grace Brethren churches had
been planted around the world. Quality
leaders were emerging, and we knew
that the role of Grace Brethren Interna-
tional Missions needed to change.

Out of those strategic meetings was
birthed a commitment to creating
meaningful ways for Grace Brethren
churches and leaders to connect with
one another. The first significant step
forward took place the following year,
when representatives of our churches
from around the world met at the Cha-
teau de St. Albain in France. It was an
historic moment for many reasons. Per-
haps the most significant was our mu-
tual commitment to abandon the idea
that the North American church was the
parent, and to affirm the equality of all
of our churches by inviting them to join
us as “equals at the round table.”

While space limitations prevent us from
retelling the fascinating journey of Cha-
ris International since its inception in
1994, we can celebrate the reality that
we succeeded in creating viable ways for
us to communicate, to cooperate, and to
encourage one another as a global move-
ment of churches. Subsequent global
and regional gatherings built upon those
commitments and led to multiple coop-
erative ministry efforts. Most important-
ly, the 2008 Charis International Leader-
ship Encounter, held simultaneously with
the 300th anniversary of our movement,
created a set of common ministry goals
that unite us.’

At the same event, delegates represent-
ing our churches around the world
unanimously agreed to charge the Charis
Steering Committee with the responsibil-

ity to continue leading our movement. Current members rep-
resent the five continents where we have churches, and most
have held key positions in leading Charis in the past. Over the
past few years, we have labored together to chart out a pre-

ferred path forward for the global Grace Brethren Church.
The Identity Initiative

Building upon the success of creating the Charis Commitment
to Common Mission, we are now turning our attention to creat-
ing a Charis Commitment to Common Identity * Background
and details concerning the why and who for this initiative are
found in other articles in this magazine. We now turn our at-
tention to the what, where, when, and how.

The Charis Steering Committee began by creating a goal: by
October 2015, delegates from around the Grace Brethren
world will be fully prepared to engage in a dialogue resulting
in the adoption of a Charis Commitment to Common Identity.
Working backwards, we carefully identified the steps it would
take to achieve this noble goal. We understood that the process
might be as important as the product. In other words, the how
might be as important as the what. In contrast to the ways our
movement engaged theological questions in the past, we com-
mitted to creating pathways for healthy dialogue, appropriate
debate, and resolutions that would be meaningful to our global
family of churches.

Taking a cue from the excellent work done by Grace Brethren
churches in France, we developed the concept of Truth Clusters
(see page 10). Then we appointed a Task Force, represent-

ing Africa, Asia, Latin America, and North America, and
charged them with creating the first two Clusters. After all, we
reasoned, our affirmations about Jesus Christ and historic or-
thodox doctrines are not on the table for debate. In these two
areas, the question is not what do we believe, but rather, what is
the best way to summarize what we believe. Using current Grace
Brethren statements of faith and other globally recognized
summaries of evangelical doctrine, the Task Force created the
First and Second Truth Clusters. While we recognize these docu-
ments can always be improved, we agreed to focus our atten-
tions elsewhere.

We concluded that the priority task before us was the creation
of a globally acceptable Third, or Charis Truth Cluster. To suc-
ceed, we determined to create an orderly way in which the
greatest number of Grace Brethren “voices” would be invited
to the table. Here is a summary of the process:

! Charis Commitment to Common Mission: graceconnect.us/?p=27972
% Charis Commitment to Common Identity: graceconnect.us/?p=27967

Cycle One Sept 2013 - April 2014

Regional Task Forces: Men selected to answer the question,
“What are the distinguishing marks of the Grace Brethren
movement?”

Round Table One July 2014
International Task Force: Data gathered from Regional
Task Forces is used to create a single Charis Truth Cluster

Cycle Two Sept 2014 - April 2015

Regional Leadership Discussions (held within each country)
The Charis Truth Cluster is discussed, debated, and
suggestions for improvement are gathered

Round Table Two July 2015
International Task Force: Data gathered from Regional
Leadership Discussions is used to create a final proposal

for the Charis Truth Cluster

Charis International October 2015

Delegates representing National Conferences: The Charis
Truth Cluster is debated and finalized

National Conferences As soon as possible
National Conferences of Grace Brethren Churches are
encouraged to endorse the three Truth Clusters

Recently I was asked if I was worried someone might “hijack”
this process in favor of promoting a personal agenda. I smiled
to myself, thought about the many checks and balances in-
corporated into this process, and replied that it was extremely
unlikely. After all, there is no single person, committee, or even
national conference that controls the agenda. As you can see,
this is an inclusive and international process that invites obser-
vation and scrutiny on every level. We believe that trust will
flow in every direction due to the high levels of transparency
and inclusion outlined above.

On a personal note, it was in September 2010 that I began
praying daily for God to lead us to renewed expressions of our
core values and beliefs. As I looked across the global Grace
Brethren movement, I sensed the time had arrived for us take
concrete steps to reach in at least two directions: toward young-
er leaders and toward the many national leaders that God is rais-
ing up among us. These same stirrings were happening in the
hearts of other leaders, and they are reflected in the direction in
which the Charis Steering Committee is leading us.

Now it is time to broaden that circle. Will you join us in regular
prayer as we move steadily toward an historic encounter in Oc-

tober 20152 Will you pray regularly and participate helpfully in
the creation of the Charis Commitment to Common Identity?
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" LET US FINANCE
YOUR CHURCH'’S NEXT
BUILDING PROJECT.

GRACE BRETHREN INVESTMENT FOUNDATION
PO Box 587 1401 Kings Highway — Suite 1 Winona Lake, IN 46590
Toll free: 888-340-4243 Email: info@gbif.com Web: www.gbif.com

This ad does not constitute an offer to sell the Foundation’s Investment Accounts. Such an offer is
made only by means of the Foundation’s Prospectus that provides a detailed description of the Invest-
ment Account and the Foundation. Call the toll-free number provided for a copy of the Prospectus and
an Account Application
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Restoring.

We Care! Pastors carry a heavy burden, so we pray, plan and
work to do whatever we can to come alongside the pastors of
our Fellowship. We recognize the importance of a well-trained
and spiritually healthy pastor, We desire that they are able wo

effectively shepherd those under thelr care.

We work to build greater connection, encourage our pastors to

keep growing, remind them to take a break, and provide help
when a pastor is in need,
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PO Box 394 Winona Lake, 1IN 46590 viwwagbhm.om

FELLOWSHIP
RS THOSE WHO SERVE

AS PROUD SPONSORING CHURCHES OF
THE EAGLE COMMISSION, WE PROVIDE
SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT TO OUR
GRACE BRETHREN CHAPLAINS IN THE
U.S. ARMED FORCES.
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GRACE BRETHREN CHAPLAINS SERVE
ALONGSIDE THEIR TROOPS, OFTEN IN
HARM’S WAY, OFFERING THE REDEMPTIVE
MESSAGE OF GOD'S LOVE AND GRACE. THE
EAGLE COMMISSION 1S A BAND OF BROTHERS AND SISTERS WHO REGULARLY
PRAY FOR OUR CHAPLAINS AND THE COURAGEOUS MEN AND WOMEN WHO
DEFEND OUR SHORES AND THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM AROUND THE GLOBE.

WE HONOR THE BRAVERY OF OUR VETERANS WHO WORE OUR NATION'S
UNIFORM. WE HONOR THE MEMORY OF THOSE WHO PAID THE ULTIMATE
SACRIFICE. WE HONOR OUR TROOPS AND THEIR SPOUSES AND CHILDREN.
WE HONOR OUR CHAPLAINS AND THEIR COURAGEOUS SERVICE FOR CHRIST.

The Eagle Commission

c/o Grace Brethren Investment Foundation, Inc.
P.0. Box 587 Winona Lake, IN 46590
www.eaglecommission.org

14 GraceConnect | Spring 2014

One of the deepest desires we have in
common is to be known and truly
accepted. Our students say, “The only
way you can avoid being known
around here is to specifically hide
from the relationships around you.”
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For more information visit
seminary8.grace.edu
or call 877.607.0012

A SEMINARY MUST BE A COMMUNITY OF GROWTH.

Grace Seminary is a place where we
work out our faith practically,
patiently and persistently with one
another. Mentors and peers will
become fast friends and often a
long-term network of support
throughout your entire ministry life.

THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY
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WORLD PARTHERS

Encqunt,er

Experience multiple
cultures and religions in a
five-day trip full of faith and

challenging interactions.

RSVP today

For more information visit
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