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For the last eight years, the Fellowship has enjoyed a 
printed magazine from GraceConnect. These magazine 
editions have highlighted new ministry opportunities, 
shared stories from Charis churches, honored retiring 
executives, and offered thought-provoking articles. 

uch like Holsinger, we must continually 
evaluate our communication methods as we 
push for progress and creativity in how we 

share the Gospel and stay focused on our mission. As 
the Charis Fellowship enters a new era of ministry, I am 
honored to help lead our new communication efforts. 
We are striving to carry on the 170-plus-year tradition 
of publishing information and resources that will further 
assist Charis churches in their ministry while adapting to 
meet the new challenges of effectively communicating in 
a rapidly changing world. 

This book, A Year in Review, is one of the many ways 
we are seeking to honor the legacy of those who came 
before us. It is a celebration of the life and breath of our 
movement in this moment of time. Over the last 12 
months, the Charis Fellowship has seen churches planted 
and revitalized, ministries expand and adapt, new pastors 
welcomed into congregations, believers faithfully serving 
God, people making the decision to follow Jesus, and the 
Gospel proclaimed in fresh and creative ways. 

Throughout all of it, our central mission has not changed. 
The Gospel of Jesus remains the focus of what we do 
and why we do it. I truly hope you enjoy this record and 
review of some of the many ways we have seen God at 
work in the Charis Fellowship.  

Randi Walle serves as the Editor and 
Communications Manager for the Charis 
Fellowship. She is a life-long attender of 
Grace Polaris Church in Westerville, Ohio, 
where she serves as the Communications 
Director. 

 

ince the first Brethren periodical newspaper was 
issued in 1851, our movement has been producing 
publications as a way to unite and connect our 

churches, despite the span of miles that separate us. 
Published by Henry Kurtz, the monthly Gospel Visitor 
laid the foundation for other publications to come. Henry 
Holsinger, a life-long advocate for progress within our 
movement, took the knowledge he gained from working 
with Kurtz and went on to publish more resources to help 
churches advance the cause of the Gospel.

Holsinger’s Christian Family Companion made its 
debut as the first weekly Brethren publication in 1865. 
Holsinger opened his publication to the public, accepting 
articles on all topics related to the church. Many articles 
urged the advancement of innovative ways to share the 
Gospel, while other articles focused on more contentious 
topics such as paid ministry roles and freedom from 
legalistic dress requirements. 

Despite criticism and a mixed reception, Holsinger never 
shied away from writing and publishing works he felt 
would benefit the church. He had a strong conviction 
of never adding or detracting from the message of the 
Gospel, and that conviction guided him well as he 
dedicated much of his life to the written word. He went 
on to publish other works, notably the weekly newspaper 
The Progressive Christian which later became The 
Brethren Evangelist, and his detailed record of the early 
history of our Fellowship: History of the Tunkers and the 
Brethren Church, completed in 1901.

any publications have followed in the footsteps 
of Kurtz and Holsinger. As times have 
changed, the way the written word has been 

communicated has changed as well. In 1940 the Brethren 
Missionary Herald Company was formed, publishing a 
variety of works over the next several decades, including a 
magazine and numerous books. In 2013, the organization 
rebranded as BMH Books and a subsidiary news outlet 
was established under the name GraceConnect. 
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WE ARE BIBLICAL IN OUR THEOLOGY
and Creative in Our Methodology

From the Editor
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his morning I’m sitting on my back porch with 
a fresh cup of joe. This is one of my favorite 
places on earth. I love spending time out here 

in the cool open air and looking at the beauty of the 
trees and sky. This is where the Lord and I meet.

Over the last two years He and I have had some sweet 
times on this porch. His Word and His presence have 
been both soothing and comforting. We also have 
had some blunt conversations. King David has taught 
me to be honest with My Heavenly Father. Honest 
with my praise and worship, but also honest with my 
hurt and sorrow. He longs to hear both sides of life. 
He loves the sweet aroma of my worship and prayers 
of praise. But He is also strong enough to handle the 
emotions I feel in life. And boy, over this past year, 
there has been a boat load of emotions, both positive 
and negative.

As I reflect on these past months, two ideas have been 
confirmed over and over again. One is a global idea and 
one is a personal idea. Maybe you have had these same 
ideas running through your mind as well.

First, I’m amazed at how quickly humanity became 
a tight knit global community. The COVID-19 
pandemic demonstrated that uniting the entire world 
around a singular topic does not take years, but literally 
only weeks. I was surprised how few weeks it took for 
the nations of the world to unite in a plan to address 
Covid. Whether we agree or not with the plan that was 
enacted, we have to agree it was impressive how quickly 
it was instituted. 

If there was a singular world figure that could have 
resolved Covid, the world would have followed that 
leader. I can now totally see how a one world leader 
could rise to world dominance in a very short time. It’s 
a simple formula: create a global safety issue and then 
present the solution. Fear will unite the world behind a 
solution giver. 

Conclusion: The Anti-Christ’s rise to world power will 
not take years in the making, but under the right set of 
circumstances, it would take literally weeks. This idea 
gives me a real sense that the end times are near, and 
when it comes it will be thrust onto the world stage 
quickly.

Secondly, followers of Jesus need to be prepared to be 
marginized even more than we have been these last few 
decades. With the rise of ‘self ’ as the basis of authority 
and truth, with the move to demand others accept 
everyone’s ‘self ’ and shouting down those that don’t 
accept anyone’s interpretation of ‘self ’, it’s going to 
get more and more tough to stand on His Word and 
publically love Jesus. It’s going to be rough. 

Conclusion: We are going to need our personal place of 
spiritual refueling and refreshment. We are also going to 
need one another more than ever. It’s going to be more 
like first century Christian community; house to house, 
ministering to one another. We are going to have to 
more deliberately train up our kids and grandkids.

To sum this all up I think we are all going to need a 
back porch place. Where do you escape to be with 
the One who sees all, knows all, and is able to sustain 
you? Find your own personal ‘back porch’. Carve out 
more time to spend there with Him. He is worthy of 
our worship and praise. He is strong enough to take 
our honesty and still refuel us with His strength and 
presence. 

I love being your Executive Director,
Phil Sparling

Phil Sparling is senior pastor at Grace 
Community Church in Auburn, Calif. 
Phil has served as executive director of the 
Charis Fellowship since August 2019.

We are going to need our personal place of 

spiritual refueling and refreshment. We are also 

going to need one another more than ever. 

FINDING YOUR

BACK PORCH PLACE

As I reflect on these past 

months, two ideas have been 

confirmed over and over again. 

One is a global idea and 

one is a personal idea. 

by Phil Sparling

T
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Assist Church Expansion

Helping our Fellowship become                

an expanding movement

Charis Women

Connecting and equipping the          

women of the Charis Fellowship

Eagle Commission

Taking the Gospel of peace to                  

our nation’s warriors

Encompass World Partners

Spreading the knowledge and glory of 

God among the least reached of our world

NATIONAL MINISTRIES
of the Charis Fellowship

Grace Financial 

Assisting the Charis Fellowship by providing     

access to financial resources and support

Grace College

Providing higher education                     

that applies biblical values 

Inspire

Encouraging and equipping pastors     

as we serve God together

Momentum Ministry Partners

Equipping today’s young Christian

leaders for tomorrow’s opportunities 

The Charis Fellowship is blessed to partner with several 

incredible organizations for hands-on training and resource 

development to equip our churches for effective ministry. The 

combined impact of our national ministries over many decades 

has helped the Charis Fellowship become what it is today.
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n early October, pastors and 
leaders from Ohio and Indiana 
gathered with ministry leaders 

from national and cooperating 
ministries for the Central Focus 
Retreat. The 36-hour retreat 
focused on the theme of “Mission” 
and was held at Deer Creek State 
Park in Mt. Sterling, Ohio.

Each session started with a time 
of worship led by Matt Carter, 
worship director at Grace Church 
in Wooster, Ohio. Attendees 
then participated in the breakout 
discussion of their choosing. Topics 
included ministering to people 
under 30, leadership development, 
recruiting and training volunteers, 
and more.

Attendees also enjoyed a time of 
fellowship in the afternoon where 
they could engage in disc golf, golf, 
hiking, or hanging out at the lodge.

CENTRAL 
October 4–6, 2021

Focus Retreats

I“For this reason I left you in Crete, to set 

in order what remains...” Titus 1:5

One way we seek to fulfill our mission of training leaders is 

by providing opportunities for connection and instruction 

throughout the year. Focus Retreats are designed for leaders to 

enjoy times of fellowship, engage in meaningful discussions on 

ministry-related topics, pray for one another, and collaborate 

on new initiatives. The goal is for participants to leave feeling 

refreshed, encouraged, and inspired to continue in Great 

Commission work. 

Focus Retreats are held in five regions across the country: Central, 

East, Southwest, South, and Northwest. These gatherings typically 

follow a three-day format, with accommodations and meals 

included, and are focused on a central theme. In the 2021–22 

ministry year, our theme was Movement, based on our Charis core 

value of biblical mission.

Paul left Titus in Crete for a purpose. His mission was to set 

things in order. How does this apply to Charis Fellowship leaders 

today? What are we tasked with setting in order? At each Focus 

Retreat, Executive Director Phil Sparling led participants in an 

examination of what that means for our own ministries, churches, 

and communities. This laid the framework for ongoing discussions 

around specific topics that would better equip leaders in Charis 

Fellowship for biblical mission. 

FOCUS
RETREATS
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n January, Charis Fellowship pas-
tors from the Southern California 
region gathered with national 

ministry leaders for a one-day retreat 
at Grace Community Church in Seal 
Beach, Calif. The abbreviated sched-
ule allowed for a few large group 
gatherings with worship led by Chris 
Howard, worship pastor at Grace 
Community Church. 

Tim Hodge and Dave Guiles 
presented on the Charis Alliance, 

SOUTHWEST
January 25, 2022

Focus Retreats

I
Dr. Freddy Cardoza of Grace 
Theological Seminary presented 
on the digital revolution, and Tim 
Sprankle led a discussion on the 
Charis Symposium topic of gender 
identity and sexuality. 

Momentum Ministry Partners hosted 
an optional drop-in time at the 
Los Angeles Urban Center, where 
Director Tim Lansing welcomed 
guests to the newly renovated 
facilities. 

cean City, Md., proved the ideal location 
for the Charis Fellowship East Focus Retreat 
where nearly 100 pastors, ministry leaders, and 

spouses gathered for the three-day conference. Attendees 
stayed and enjoyed meals at the Holiday Inn & Suites 
that offered an ocean view and boardwalk access, and 
gatherings were held at a nearby church. 

Sessions were structured similarly to the Central 
Focus Retreat. A time of musical worship was led by 
Ryan Ritchey, director of worship and discipleship at 
Martinsburg Grace Brethren Church in Martinsburg, 
Pa. Wade Rininger (church planter with Assist Church 
Expansion in Tampa Bay, Fla.) and Dayne Carraway 
(church planter with Assist Church Expansion in 
Baltimore, Md.) emceed each session with games and 
giveaways.

Participants attended breakout discussions on topics 
that interested them such as community connections, 
developing leaders, anxiety and depression, public 
worship services, and ministering to people under 30. 

Each discussion was facilitated by a panel of experienced 
pastors, leaders, and professionals. Unique to this retreat, 
separate breakout discussions for pastors’ wives were 
offered.

Throughout the retreat many ministries gave updates 
such as Eagle Commission, Assist Church Expansion, 
Momentum Ministry Partners, GraceConnect, 
Encompass World Partners, Charis Women, and Grace 
College. Monday night, Inspire Pastors’ Network 
sponsored a late-night snack from a shaved ice truck, and 
Tuesday night Water for Good provided evening snacks 
during their update. 

Tuesday afternoon provided free time where many 
enjoyed the boardwalk, played golf, and visited 
Assateague Island National Seashore. Attendees had the 
opportunity to fellowship with others at area restaurants 
for dinner. The retreat concluded Wednesday morning 
with Larry Humberd, pastor at Lehigh Valley Grace 
Church in Bethlehem, Pa., sharing his personal story of 
living on mission for the Gospel.

EAST
October 18–20, 2021

O
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n early March Charis Fellowship pastors from across 
Florida gathered for a three-day retreat in Haines City, 
Fla., for discussions and training on how to propel 

your local mission assignment forward. 

Joining the pastors were representatives from six of our 
national ministries: Assist Church Expansion, Encompass 
World Partners, Grace Brethren Investment Foundation, 
Grace Seminary, Inspire Charis Pastors Network, and 
Momentum Ministry Partners. 

After Fellowship Executive Director Phil Sparling kicked 
off the first session, attendees had the opportunity to 
participate in breakout sessions on a variety of topics 
such as ministering to young people, developing leaders 
and volunteers, and community impact strategies. 
On Tuesday Adam Copenhaver presented on the 
Charis Symposium, followed by an open discussion 
where Florida district leaders shared a paper they were 
developing on clarification of gender roles in ministry. 
Later in the day attendees could engage in a workshop 
led by Phil Sparling on the topic of how believers can 
gracefully respond to the topic of transgenderism. 

On Wednesday Dave Guiles gave an update on the Charis 
Alliance. He also presented about the James Gribble 
Anniversary in the Central African Republic, a week-
long celebration of when the first global worker arrived 
in the region 100 years ago. Paul Mutchler, a ministry 
veteran, wrapped up the conference by sharing pieces of 
wisdom he has gathered through his personal experience 
in ministry over many years. 

Michael Lockstampfor, Seth Tweedale, and Josiah Thomas 
led musical worship during the main sessions. The group 
enjoyed the quiet, lakeside setting of the retreat center 
surrounded by Spanish moss oaks with the opportunity 
for disc golf, canoeing, and hiking.

SOUTH 
March 7–9, 2022

I

Focus Retreats

NORTHWEST 
May 23–25, 2022

n late May, Charis pastors from the Northwest 
District gathered with ministry leaders for the 
Northwest Focus Retreat at Clear Lake Grace 

Brethren Camp in White Pass, Wash. The retreat kicked 
off with a dinner at Iglesia de los Hermanos in Yakima, 
Wash., where close to seventy people gathered for a meal, 
time of fellowship, and bilingual celebration service.  

Twenty-five people traveled from Yakima into the 
Cascade Mountains for the retreat. Brian Altizer, worship 
leader at Auburn Grace Community Church in northern 
California, led the group in worship during the main 
sessions. Phil Sparling, Tim Hodge, John McIntosh, and 
Dr. Freddy Cardoza presented and led group discussions. 
Topics included leadership recruitment, developing 
leaders, and clarifying church DNA. 

During free time, the group enjoyed the rustic camp 
setting through hiking and other outdoor games and 
activities. 

I
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We’ll gather at the Mahaffey Theatre 
for celebrations and workshops, 
with the opportunity to explore 
St. Petersburg during free time. 

See you in Florida!

July 11–13, 2023

Charis Connect seeks to provide connection points 

for Charis churches and ministries by sharing news, 

photos, updates, event information, historical 

content, and theological articles. 

For more information and to sign up for our weekly 

newsletter, visit CharisFellowship.com/Connect.

Charis Connect exists to

support the Charis Fellowship 

by propelling vision and 

mission through celebration, 

connection, education, and 

inspiration.

 @TheCharisFellowship     @Charis_Fellowship

C H A R I S
    C O N N E C T
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n a sultry Sunday evening in late August, fifty 
men and women crowded into a small room at the 
old millhouse near Schriesheim, Germany. The 

windows and doors were tightly shut, and their joyful singing 
and intense prayer did little to mask the palpable tension in 
the room.

Without warning, a sharp pounding on the outside door 
interrupted their worship. A sympathetic neighbor was 
bringing news that would forever alter their lives. “Scatter 
quickly,” he shouted, “or you’ll face certain arrest!” What was 
their crime? Daring to worship God outside the religious 
movements officially recognized in Europe — the Catholic, 
Lutheran, and Reformed Churches.

Among those who fled was a young man who had helped 
organize the meeting. Quickly gathering his wife and two 
small sons, they narrowly escaped to a nearby town. They 
would never see their home again. Alexander Mack and his 
family were now religious refugees.

To better understand the intolerance they faced, it helps to 
briefly retrace what occurred after the young priest Martin 
Luther ignited a movement in 1517 that we know today as 
The Reformation. While previous attempts to address abuses 
in the Catholic church had failed, this time would be differ-
ent. The masses were yearning for something new, regional 
leaders were eager to break free from the Pope’s power, and re-
formers like Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli, and John Calvin 
were eager to supply fresh interpretations of the Bible. 

Over the next hundred years, the European continent 
realigned itself around regional kings and the religious 
expressions they preferred. Soon political ambitions mixed 
with religious zeal, unleashing the firestorm of violence and 
oppression we know as The Thirty Years War (1618– 1648). 
As the most destructive religious conflict in European history, 
it ended in an exhausted stalemate in which no one could 
claim victory. Instead, kings agreed to respect one another’s 
sovereignty, including the right to impose the church of their 
choice on their subjects.

Unfortunately, this did little to restrain the growing lust for 
land and power among Europe’s ruling elite. And this is where 

Alexander Mack enters the story. His father was relatively 

wealthy, owning three grinding mills that were essential to 

the farm economy of the region. Twice he was elected mayor 

of their village. But Schriesheim (pop. 640) was located in 

southwestern Germany and became a prime target in the 

perpetual tug-o-war between King Louis XIV of France and 

King Leopold I of Germany. Armies constantly crisscrossed 

area farms, leaving devastation in their wake. Several times 

their town was held hostage and required to pay large sums 

to stave off destruction. And while some citizens chose to 

immigrate to America, those who remained were frequently 

forced to hide in the surrounding hills. 

Throughout history, times of uncertainty and upheaval often 

spawn novel religious views as people seek to apply the book 

of Revelation directly to their personal situation. In Mack’s 

day, the most extreme views were held by a group called the 

‘radical pietists.’ And it was association with this group that 

forced him to abandon his hometown. 

ack chose to relocate to a small principality in 

central Germany where the local prince permitted 

freedom of religion. While many viewed the tiny 

village of Schwazenau as an underdeveloped and undesirable 

backwater, the hundreds of religious refugees who settled 

there believed it held great promise. Hard work and industry 

could transform the rocky region into a productive valley. 

The absence of an official church ensured freedom for new 

religious expressions.

Over the next two years, Mack joined others in eager study of 

the New Testament. On the one hand, he rejected the extreme 

views of the radical pietists, who often downplayed Scripture 

and encouraged each person to receive revelation directly 

from God. Yet on the other hand, he also rejected the cold 

orthodoxy, low moral standards, and violence of the official 

state churches. 

By summer 1708, the group was ready to put into practice 

their new convictions by forming a church patterned directly 

on New Testament teaching. Their first bold step was to be 

baptized as believing adults, an action still prohibited by law. 

The second was to practice the full Lord’s Supper, an event 

that included a common meal, washing of one another’s feet, 

and celebrating the bread and cup. 

ver the next ten years, the group quickly grew 

to over one thousand members scattered among 

several congregations. Admittedly, this was a 

time of experimentation as they adopted then rejected select 

doctrines and practices. Out of these experiences, they 

pass along to us a basic commitment to the authority and 

centrality of the Bible, which we summarize as follows:

1. What do the Scriptures say? Rejecting blind 

obedience to creeds and traditions, they earnestly studied 

the Scriptures to determine God’s will for their lives.

2. How did the earliest disciples understand 

and apply it? Yet they also realized they were separated 

from the original Scriptures by language, culture, and 

1,600 years of history. As a result, they leaned heavily 

upon the interpretations and practices of the earliest 

Christians to better understand the true meaning of 

Scripture.

3. How is the Holy Spirit at work within us 

to confirm it? Rejecting the idea that any single 

individual could fully understand Scripture, they agreed to 

interpret and apply it as a community. 

4. How will we obey? Last but certainly not least was 

their constant and strong commitment to put into practice 

what they believed Scripture to call them to do.

These commitments set Mack’s group apart from many others 

and led to the creation of what we know today as the Charis 

Fellowship. 

After serving twelve years as a church planter 
in Argentina, Dave Guiles assumed the role 
of executive director of Encompass World 
Partners, the cross-cultural missions arm 
of the Charis Fellowship. He also serves as 
coordinator of the Charis Alliance, the global 

fraternity of churches that trace their spiritual ancestry back to 
Alexander Mack.

O

M
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The masses were yearning for something new, regional 

leaders were eager to break free from the Pope’s power, and 

reformers like Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli, and John Calvin 

were eager to supply fresh interpretations of the Bible. 

THE LEGACY OF

ALEXANDER MACK

While previous 

attempts to address 

abuses in the 

Catholic church 

had failed, this time 

would be different.

by Dave Guiles
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HOW WE HELP

Assist Church Expansion is a National Ministry 
serving the Charis Fellowship. Since 2017 we have 
partnered with churches across the U.S. and 
Canada for the purpose of strengthening and 
expanding our growing movement.

CONTACT US AT:

hello@assistcx.org               855.444.4510

assistcx.org

CHURCH PLANTING: Our fellowship has a long 
history of church planting. While we recognize that 
there are a variety of ways to plant healthy churches, 
and we see many of those being implemented across 
our fellowship, our objective is to partner with 
churches intending to plant self-sustaining, repro-
ducing daughter churches that will, in-turn, plan to 
reproduce themselves.

Our team will help your church develop a residency 
program for church planters and will aid you in iden-
tifying men called and qualified to be church plant-
ers. You will participate in a Parent Church Cohort 
and receive coaching from our team to evaluate your 
church’s future plans for planting.

VISION REFRESH: Most church health experts 
agree that healthy churches should re-evaluate their 
ministry and refresh their vision every 5-7 years. Any 
kind of major leadership transition in a church 
should also instigate an assessment and refresh of a 
church’s vision. We partners with churches that are 
experiencing a season of  growth and health to exam-
ine the community the church serves and to assess 
the various areas of ministry that may need adjust-
ment to continue in effectiveness for the future.

REVITALIZATION: When churches experience a 
season of elongated stagnancy or decline, it may be 
time to rebuild the entire engine. Our team at Assist 
will walk alongside your church to assess how it may 
reposition itself to make a greater impact in its 
community. No two churches are alike and no two 
communities are alike, so the outcome of this 
partnership is not prescriptive. We don’t tell you how 
to do church. Rather, we guide your team through a 
series of questions and exercises to determine the best 
steps forward for your church to, once again, become 
a vibrant, disciple-making church.

RESTART: In some cases, after an especially long 
season of decline, churches sometimes find them-
selves struggling to keep their ministry going. �ere 
are a handful of highly committed faithful saints who 
are praying for a better future, but they are unsure as 
to how to turn things around. Assist partners with 
churches that need to restart by helping them find a 
catalytic leader who can help develop a new vision for 
the church and begin rebuilding a core group, much 
like a church planter. Our hope is to not just help 
churches survive, but to see them thrive.

Dave Shain, Elder - Pataskala Grace

STORIES

Keith Michael, Elder - Rosemont Grace

“Our experience with Assist has been nothing but positive. 
Our church was struggling. We'd been in a pretty steady 
decline for 10 to 15 years... We realized as a leadership 
team that we didn't have all the tools in-house as a small 
church to understand what was going on and how we 
could better serve our community. We love each other and 
have a family environment at the church, but we weren't 
reaching lost people in our community. Assist has helped 
us find a new leader and as we work out our new plan, we 
believe that God has great things in store for us.”

Pastor Orrin Witt - Neighborhood Church Lakeland

“Our experience working with Assist has been invaluable... 
As a first time church planter, having a coach and a team of 
people who have experience with church planting has 
made all the difference. ...�ey have assembled some of the 
best and most experienced church planters across the 
Charis Fellowship to create an in-house "consulting firm," 
and the benefit to our movement can already be seen right 
here in central Florida and across the country. �ey are 
continually refining their processes as they adapt to the 
needs of the churches they work with.”

Pastor Dayne Carraway - Church at the Well

“Working with Wade from Assist has been incredible... 
having a coach when you’re working towards planting a 
church is invaluable... he is continually helping us ask the 
right questions.”

“...Assist has been an example of God’s perfect 
timing. Not only did Assist help us find our 
pastor with the right set of leadership skills, they 
also provided a framework for rethinking who 
we are as a church in a community that needs 
Christ. While we still have miles to go, God has 
more than doubled our attendance in the last 3 
years and has given us a bright future.”
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ccess Conference, the 

national conference of the 

Charis Fellowship, was 

held at Grace Community Church in 

Goshen, Ind., on July 27–29, 2021. 

Each day featured meals sponsored 

by national ministries, workshops 

on a variety of topics, celebration 

sessions featuring speakers from 

across the Fellowship and worship led 

by Jeremy Byng, and plenty of time 

for socializing and interacting with 

representatives from national and 

cooperating ministries. 

The focus for the week was our 

shared commitment of Biblical truth 

and how the Bible is the Living 

Word of God. Keith Minier, senior 

pastor at Grace Fellowship Church 

in Pickerington, Ohio, kicked off 

the first celebration with a challenge 

to conference attendees to continue 

embracing the truth of the Bible. 

“The best thing you will ever tell 

your people is the Bible,” he said. 

“The truth is life-giving. God is 

giving us the best things for our soul. 

Whatever you’d be tempted to choose 

in life, Jesus is better.”

That evening Col. George Youstra, 

U.S. Air Force retired, shared how 

clinging to the truth of the Bible 

helped him during his three decades 

of military service. “When you are 

engaged in the Word through trials, 

you will emerge on the other side 

because of the promises of Jesus.”

On Wednesday Dr. Christy Hill, 
professor of spiritual formation 
and women’s ministries at Grace 
Theological Seminary, spoke on how 
the Bible restores the soul. “The 
Good News releases us from the 
bondage that has been sewn into our 
soul,” she said. Later that evening 
Irv Clark, senior pastor at Grace 
Brethren Church in Clinton, Md., 
spoke on unity through God’s Word. 
He shared how his home church is 
the product of a merger between two 
churches of different races. “True 
diversity is what your boardroom 
looks like…when that is diverse, you 
have a diverse church.” 

Thursday morning Dr. Tiberius Rata, 
professor of Old Testament studies 
at Grace Theological Seminary, 
emphasized that the Living Word 
comes from the living God, and it 
gives us strength, wisdom, comfort, 
and guidance. He challenged the 
pastors and ministry leaders in the 
room to go back to the foundation of 
the Word of God.

orkshops on Tuesday 
and Wednesday provid-

ed attendees opportunity 
to dive deeper into a specific area. 
Topics included Biblical advice for 
pastors’ wives, exploring the relevance 
of God’s Word, the untold story of 
race in creating the Charis Fellowship, 
what millennials believe, an explana-
tion of ordination, and the impor-
tance of knowing our hermeneutic. 

Other highlights from the week 

included a performance by comedian 

Andrew Stanley and a karaoke 

and Italian ice party hosted by 

Momentum Ministry Partners. 

During the sponsored meals, national 

ministries had opportunity to present 

updates, highlights, and future plans. 

These meals provided a time for the 

Fellowship to rally around the work 

of the national ministries and pray 

over church planters, honor those 

who have served faithfully, and meet 

incoming executives. 

hroughout the week, several 

ministry executives that 

have retired in the past 

two years were honored: Tom Avey 

(Charis Fellowship), Liz Cutler Gates 

(GraceConnect and BMH Books), 

Jeff Carroll (Grace Village), Ken 

Seyfert (Grace Brethren Investment 

Foundation), Ed Lewis (Momentum 

Ministry Partners), and Timothy 

(TK) Kurtanek (Momentum 

Ministry Partners).  

The week concluded with an 

optional Charis Symposium on 

Thursday afternoon in which eight 

contributors presented exegetical 

papers on Genesis 1–5 and Romans 

1 to lay a biblical foundation on 

the topic of gender and sexuality. 

In coming years, the Symposium 

will develop the theological and 

pastoral implications for the Charis 

Fellowship’s view on this topic.

The focus for the week was our shared 

commitment of Biblical truth and how 

the Bible is the Living Word of God.
ACCESS2021
July 27–29, 2021

A
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CHARIS WOMEN

CHARIS WOMEN MINISTRIES:

THRIVE:

Thrive is a network of pastors’ wives who encourage and equip each 

other in their unique role. 

IGNITE:

Ignite 31:26 offers quality weekend classes to women across the country, 
focusing on solid biblical training and local ministry equipping through a 
partnership with Grace Theological Seminary. 

“Each woman is able to reach  
 her potential when she has 
 support systems in place ...” 

We are women who are reaching toward the light of heaven, desiring to reflect Christ’s beauty, 
grace and resources to the world through our ministries. Each woman is able to reach her 
potential when she has firm support systems in place to help her learn and grow.

CHARIS WOMEN

CHARIS WOMEN:

The mission of Charis Women is to connect and equip the women of the 
Charis Fellowship.Our roots grow deeply through God's Word, prayer, 
and community and our lives grow fruitful as we serve on mission.

The 2022 Charis 
Women conference, 
“Gather at the table of the Lord”, 
is a 2-day retreat hosted by Grace 
Community Church in Goshen, IN. 

NOV. 4-5, 2022

CHARIS WOMEN

CONFERENCE:

THE LEGACY

AND FUTURE OF

CHARIS WOMEN:

The future of Charis Women is bright as we continue 
the legacy of:

• Truth: The Bible is our source of answers for 

life’s challenges.

• Relationship: We develop relationships that 

build each other up and help us grow.

• Mission: We understand God’s heart to reach 

the world and invest ourselves in his mission.

• Prayer: We understand the power of prayer to 
accomplish God’s purposes.

Viki Rife
Executive Director retiring August 2022

At the Table

Register today at www.CharisWomen.com.
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ears ago, several leaders in our Fellowship 
declared it the “Golden Age of Relationship.” 
The Charis Fellowship had found its stride in 

a common mission and identity. It linked arms with a 
global family. It rebranded and reformatted conferences 
to increase access to one another. 

These were good days. I almost expected a resurgence of 
holy kisses at our national gatherings, Focus Retreats, 
and district meetings. Indeed, we welcomed one 
another, played nicely in our sandbox, but thankfully 
kept our kissing to a minimum in this Golden Age.

But a holy discontent lingered among a few Charis 
pastors and leaders. We wanted venues for theological 
dialogue that would not disrupt the unity of the 
Fellowship but would strengthen us through thoughtful, 
irenic, and constructive conversation. We wanted 
biblical truth and relationship celebrated together.

Sadly, our Fellowship has had a few raw moments when 
theological disagreements led to division. Worse yet, our 
divisive age turned disagreement into a dogfight. Thus, 
theological dialogue poses a threat. To create such a 
place would take prayer, tact, and trust.

n 2018, this gracious place was conceived. Pastors 
Adam Copenhaver of Mabton, Wash., Jeremy Wike 
of Columbia City, Ind., and I began connecting with 

Fellowship leaders to pitch the Charis Symposium. We 
heard affirmation from many, but no partners emerged. 
The Charis Symposium remained in utero. 

However, by the end of 2018, our prospects changed. 
We found an ally in Phil Sparling, executive director of 
the Fellowship. Our vision for constructive, theological 
dialogue aligned with one of his core initiatives. After 
several conversations, Phil commissioned the Charis 
Symposium. At the 2019 Winter Fellowship Council 
Meeting, he assigned us our first topic: Gender Identity.

Flash forward three years—skipping a global pandemic 
and extreme polarization in our country—and the 

Charis Symposium moves toward its second year of 
official service to our Fellowship. In July 2021, we 
hosted our first event at Access Conference. More than 
forty people attended as eight presenters showcased 
eighty pages of research. We traced gender identity 
through Genesis 1–3 and Romans 1.  

s the Charis Symposium has gained 
recognition—leading sessions at Focus Retreats 
and district meetings—so has our network 

of allies, contributors, and conversation partners. This 
is critical for its long-term service to our Fellowship: 
keeping biblical truth and relationship intimately 
tethered. We are a hermeneutical community, using a 
collaborative, multi-year approach to nurture theological 
dialogue for each topic.

• Year One: Setting a Biblical Foundation through 
Exegesis

• Year Two: Providing a Theological Framework

• Year Three: Offering Practical/Pastoral Responses 

By the end of every three-year process, the Charis 
Symposium will amass hundreds of pages of original 
research from Fellowship leaders for Fellowship leaders 
and members. Whether providing footnotes for future 
Position Statements, articles for a forthcoming journal, 
or practical advice on complex issues, the Symposium 
will guide us toward a Platinum Age of Theology.

Perhaps this Platinum Age has begun. Hopefully, it 
has. For we certainly will need a gracious place for 
thoughtful, theological dialogue as topic two launches 
this fall: Men and Women in Ministry. 

Tim Sprankle is a husband, father, and 
pastor of Leesburg Grace Church. He 
currently serves on the Fellowship Council 
and co-leads the Charis Symposium.

Y

A
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A PLATINUM AGE
OF THEOLOGY
by Tim Sprankle

We wanted venues for theological 

dialogue that would not disrupt the 

unity of the Fellowship but would 

strengthen us through thoughtful, 

irenic, and constructive conversation. 

We wanted biblical truth and 

relationship celebrated together.
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THE EAGLE COMMISSION
 TAKING THE GOSPEL OF PEACE TO OUR NATION’S WARRIORS

SERVING
·  Men and women in the Armed Forces with competent, 

compassionate and caring chaplains who faithfully 

 represent our Fellowship

·  Our chaplains and their families by keeping them 

 connected to our Charis Fellowship family and ministries 

· Veterans in our VA hospitals, our churches and 

 our communities 

485K

526K

334K

333K

177K

186K

98K

43K

US ARMY

US ARMY RES. / 
NAT’L GUARD

US AIR FORCE
SPACE FORCE

US AIR FORCE 
RES. / AIR 

GUARD

US NAVY

US MARINE 
CORPS

US NAVY RES. /  
MARINE   

CORPS RES.

US COAST 
GUARD

BRANCH STRENGTH  CURRENT EC
  CHAPLAINS* 

US ARMY [TOTAL FORCE] 1,010,500 14

US AIR FORCE [TOTAL FORCE] 511,350 3

US NAVY [TOTAL FORCE] 332,500 1

US MARINE CORPS 224,700 0

US COAST GUARD 43,000 0

VETERANS [ALL BRANCHES] 17,420,000 0

* Includes Chaplain Candidates either in seminary or working toward ordination

** 1 Chaplain serving in the Canadian Armed Forces

2.18
17.4

MILLION 

 SERVICEMEN & WOMEN
 (families not counted) 

MILLION 

 VETERANS

PETE STONE 
SCHOFIELD BARRAKS, HI

Led his neighbor and wife to 

the Lord; 9 decisions for Jesus 

in the chapel youth program; 

female Muslim soldier made a 

profession of faith.

JUSTIN HAYES
USS RONALD REAGAN,  
YOKOSUKA, JAPAN

Incredible ministry opportu-

nities to the more than 5,000 

sailors assigned to the USS 

Reagan. 

DAN RUIZ
INCIRLIK, TURKEY

Re-invigorated the chapel  

ministry from 4 to over 40  

attendees at Incirlik Air Base!

DAVID MVONDO
FT BENNING, GA

124 trainees professed faith in 

the Lord Jesus Christ and more 

than 60 waiting to be baptized. 

IMPACTING 
LIVES TODAY

Air Force Chaplain 

GEORGE YOUSTRA 

37 years
 

Navy and VA Chaplain 

JACK GALLE 

32 years
 

Army Reserve Chaplain 

TIM WILMETTI 

8 years
 

VA Chaplain 

MICHAEL JONES

15 years

TIM CLAY 

Army Reserve

ISAAC ANDERSON 

Ohio Army National Guard

ZACH WILLIAMS 

Army Reserve

COLE PFENDER 

Indiana National Guard

RETIREMENT/COMPLETION OF COMMITMENTHONORING OUR LEGACY

DID YOU KNOW?
THE MINISTRY IMPACT OF OUR 19 CHAPLAINS AND 

CHAPLAIN CANDIDATES EXTENDS TO OVER 38,000  
SERVICEMEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS.  

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

RECRUITING
·  Chaplains — Highly qualified men with a clear sense of 

calling to ministry, a pastoral identity and communication 

skills

·  Churches & Individuals — Partners in ministry who sustain 

our chaplains and their families in their missional work

EMPOWERING
· Through prayer networks across our Fellowship that 

intercede for our chaplains, their families and all those in 

our Armed Forces 

• Through tuition assistance that helps our endorsed 

Chaplain Candidates complete their seminary training and 

pastoral ministry experiences  

· Through training resources to effectively minister to 

veterans in our churches and in our communities

OUR MISSION FIELD

CHAPLAIN (COLONEL) JOHN SCHUMACHER

U.S. Army, Ret. (1965-1995) 

Charis Fellowship Endorsing Agent (1995-2017) 

June 21, 1934 - February 5, 2021

EAGLE COMMISSION CHAPLAIN CANDIDATES

THE EAGLE COMMISSION IS NOW A NATIONAL  

MINISTRY OF THE CHARIS FELLOWSHIP

SCHUMACHER/YOUNG MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

The Schumacher/Young Memorial Scholarship will help  

reduce the high cost of seminary education for our  

chaplain candidates.

JOIN US AT WWW.EAGLECOMMISION.ORG
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Asia’s Hope

Providing family-style, community-based care for orphaned 

and vulnerable kids in Cambodia, Thailand, and India

Breathe Partners

Breathing life and hope into the world 

through local church partnership

Grace Refuge Outreach Worldwide

Rescuing at-risk children, restoring their broken lives, and 

equipping them to impact their families and communities 

Grace Village

Enabling older adults to live to their fullest potential

Grow New England

Establishing healthy and reproducing churches in New 

England that cooperate in relationship and mission through 

the Charis Fellowship Commitment to Common Identity 

The Charis Fellowship is honored to recognize and partner 

with a number of Cooperating Ministries that serve in specific 

areas of ministry both regionally and internationally.

MetroGrace

Serving and developing urban churches by connecting 

urban leadership teams, cultivating growth, and caring 

with support

SeedNet

Giving hope to spiritually, emotionally, economically, and 

developmentally oppressed people-groups by proclaiming 

the Gospel and giving them their own church

Three-Strands

Providing compassionate, competent, and Christ-centered 

medical care focused on underserved people in the 

developing world

Vision Alaska

Facilitating fellowship, encouragement, training, support, 

and connection with the Charis Fellowship throughout 

Alaska and the world to glorify God 

Water for Good

Tackling water poverty in one of the world’s most forgotten 

countries by providing clean, lasting water for every man, 

woman, and child in the Central African Republic

..COM

COOPERATING MINISTRIES
of the Charis Fellowship
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waterforgood.org

LET’S MAKE SURE THIS ISN’T 

THE LAST YEAR THEY GET

Tackling water poverty in the Central African Republic

EQUIP

ENABLE

ENCOURAGE

CharisFellowship.com

 @TheCharisFellowship 

 @Charis_Fellowship

It has been an exciting and challenging year 

for GROW.  Here are highlights of activites and 

events. Visit the GROW website to read more.   

                                            2021
• To bring people together during the pan-

demic, GROW  had its virtual “Rewrite Their 

Future” event.   

 

 

 

• Part of resucing children is healing and re-

uniting the family.  Fifteen children are now 

back with familes in a better environment.

healing begins with family

RESCUING AT-RISK CHILDREN, 

RESTORING THEIR BROKEN 

LIVES, AND EQUIPPING THEM 

TO IMPACT THEIR FAMILIES 

AND COMMUNITIES.

Livestream fundraiser

Architect’s rendering of new homes

• GROW’s agricultural program includes a 

rice paddy and on-campus farm land.  It 

helps teach and feed the children.  To meet 

the needs, GROW purchased a tractor. 

• Looking for a brighter future, GROW re-

branded.  

                                        2022
• The need to rescue more children is great.   

This year GROW is under construction add-

ing new homes to meet this need.  

http://grow-worldwide.com

The kids thanking donors for new tractor
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unday schools started in 
our movement of churches 
before the United States 

declared Independence. What 
began initially as a form to train 
children and teenagers in biblical 
knowledge grew to include adult 
Bible fellowships and served as a 
place of connection and training 
outside of the Sunday worship 
service. Over time these groups 
faced challenges as some classes 
turned into an opportunity for 
teachers to exercise a hobby horse 
and fewer people committed to 
gather for multiple hours on a 
Sunday morning and the desire 
for traditional Sunday school 
classes dwindled. Small groups or 
home groups became the solution, 
providing opportunity for people 
to really know each other and 
connect on a more intimate level. 
I do not mean to disparage small 
groups or traditional Sunday school 
groups at all. I believe, if done well, 
these groups can create a sense of 
community and unity within a 
congregation. But if community is 
our sole focus for groups, we miss 
out on the chance to shepherd our 
people to become better equipped, 
even catechized, as knowledgeable 
Christians. 

In Ephesians 4:11–16 Paul writes 
that church leaders exist for a 
reason: “to equip the saints for 
the work of ministry, for building 
up the body of Christ…” This 
equipping does several things: 

1.  Builds unity in the church (4:13)

2.  Creates mature Jesus followers (4:13)

3.  Anchors believers against false doctrine (4:14)

4.  Builds the church up in love for Christ and one 
another (4:15,16)

These are wonderful benefits! How do church leaders 
facilitate this equipping? Some pastors might think 
that their sermons are sufficient in creating the kind of 
maturity and unity Paul outlines. However, most pastors 
intuitively feel what Colin Marshall and Tony Payne 
write in The Trellis and the Vine: “Sunday sermons 
are necessary, but not enough.” This is not to devalue 
sermons, for I think it is the most important work of 
a pastor and the highest time for the church. I am, 
however, advocating for something more. 

onathan Pennington provides a helpful distinction 
between preaching and teaching in his book 
Small Preaching. A former student expressed 

the difficultly of training his people with his hour-long 
sermons. Pennington advised, “Preach shorter sermons 
and teach in other venues.” Pennington goes on to 
clarify the distinction: “We can define preaching as the 
invitational and exhortational proclamation of biblical 
and theological truth. Teaching, by contrast, is the 
explanation and application of biblical and theological 
truth.” The distinction may be subtle, but it is an 
important distinction. Churches would benefit from a 
formal training program that equips their people to walk 
faithfully and maturely with Jesus. 

I have seen the benefit of prioritizing training firsthand. 
For the past two years, I have led a training program at 
Grace Polaris Church. We have walked through three 
consecutive courses: 

1.  The Message of the Bible: Learning the narrative 
storyline of Scripture (Creation, Chaos, Covenant, 
Christ, Church, Consummation).

2.  Evangelical Beliefs: Studying topics such as the nature 
of God as Triune, sin and salvation, and the doctrine 
of the Church. 

3.  The Church and Christian Mission: Biblical and 
theological knowledge culminates in a greater 
understanding of the Great Commission and the 
Gospel to the neighborhoods and the nations. 

hristians need to connect well with others for 
prayer and fellowship. But failing biblical literacy 
rates tell us that people need more than that; they 

need biblical, theological, and missional equipping. May 
our church leaders take up Paul’s call to equip the saints 
and may our church members embrace the opportunity 
to become better equipped for the work of ministry. 

Application Suggestions:

•  Start simple but be robust. You don’t have to recreate 
seminary. Choose books and resources people will 
actually read. I use books like Delighting in the Trinity, 
Gentle and Lowly, and What is a Healthy Church? I try 
to keep books under two-hundred pages.

•  Use the Charis Commitment to Common Identity. 
Our confessional document is a helpful resource in 
teaching Christian doctrine. 

•  Grab a Teammate. Ask a fellow elder to assist even as a 
conversation partner as part of the class.

•  Make it conversational. A teaching environment needs 
to have a basic outline, but the path may weave and 
bend before you reach the destination. Ask a teacher in 
your congregation to give some feedback on creating an 
active learning environment. Give homework, provide 
an opportunity to discuss, and actually teach people. 

Zac Hess serves as the training pastor at 
Grace Polaris Church in Westerville, Ohio. 
He is a graduate of Grace College, Grace 
Theological Seminary, and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary.

“Sunday sermons are necessary, but not enough.” 

This is not to devalue sermons, for I think it is the most 

important work of a pastor and the highest time for the 

church. I am, however, advocating for something more.

DON’T BE TOO COOL FOR

SUNDAY SCHOOL

What began initially 

as a form to train 

children and teenagers 

in biblical knowledge 

grew to include adult 

Bible fellowships 

and served as a place 

of connection and 

training outside of 

the Sunday worship 

service. 

by Zac Hess

S

J
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CHRIST-CENTERED COMMUNITY

Jesus Christ is not just someone we talk about. He is

the reason we exist. In all things, we strive to be followers

of Him, exploring His kindness, excellence, and grace

through growth groups, chapel and classes.

 

3-YEAR BACHELOR’S AND 4-YEAR

MASTER’S DEGREE OPTIONS

At Grace, you can get nearly any bachelor’s degree in just 

three years! With more than 100+ majors, minors, and 

concentrations and a variety of master’s programs, you are 

sure to find a degree that suits you. If you choose the three-

year program, you can add a master’s degree and

complete both in a total of four years.

THOUGHTFUL SCHOLARSHIP

& CAREER PREPARATION

Our expert faculty will push you towards your highest 

potential by connecting you with internships and providing 

the classroom experiences you need to confidently step 

into a career. In fact, over the past five years, more than 

$800,000 has been generated through paid internships

for our students. And if you’re itching to explore the world 

in college, you’ll also have the ability to study abroad or

go on a cross-cultural trip.

 

A PICTURESQUE LAKESIDE LOCATION 

We love where we live! The Village at Winona boasts the best of lakeside 

recreation, fine dining, artisan shops, and cozy cafes. Stroll two blocks 

down the hill from our campus or bike the scenic greenway trails to arrive 

at this resort town where you can spend your weekends boating, skiing 

or paddleboarding. We are also mere minutes from Warsaw, Indiana, 

the Orthopaedic Capital of the World. Warsaw is home to Fortune 500 

companies where engineering innovation abounds and job opportunities 

are plentiful.

At the end of your time at Grace, we want you to feel empowered, 

equipped and encouraged to lead a life of purpose. Our greatest joy

is when you step confidently into the unique calling God has placed

on your life.

TEST-OPTIONAL

We have a test-optional admission policy. 

Now you can choose whether or not your test 

scores best represent your academic ability.

100% RECEIVE FINANCIAL AID

100% of Grace College undergraduate 

students receive financial aid through a 

combination of grants, scholarships,

and loans.

45% GRADUATE IN

LESS THAN FOUR YEARS

Many of our students take advantage of our 

three-year degree option which saves time 

and money.

If you are looking for online opportunities to finish

your degree or complete your master’s, Grace has

options for you at online.grace.edu. Our seminary

has been training ministry leaders since 1937.

Learn more at seminary.grace.edu. 

Take your next step to a bright 

future by applying today with

our 5-minute application.

PURSUE YOUR

Purpose MAJORS &
CONCENTRATIONS
Accounting

Actuarial Science

Agribusiness

Agriculture

Art & Visual Culture

Bible

Bible Translation

Biblical Studies

Biology

Business Administration

Business Education

Business Management

Concentrations:

Human Resources

Project Management

Supply Chain Management

Chemistry

Communication

Computer Science

Counseling

Concentrations:

Comprehensive

Addictions

Family & Child Counseling

Criminal Justice 

Concentrations:

Law Enforcement

Social Sciences

Digital Communication

Digital Marketing

Eco-Art

Educational Ministries

Elementary Education

English

English Education

Entrepreneurial Management

Environmental Biology

Environmental Science

Environmental Studies

Exercise Science

Concentrations:

Fitness & Nutrition

Health & Wellness

Pre-Physical Therapy

Facility & Event Management

Finance

French

French Education

Health Science

Concentrations:

Pre-Chiropractic

Pre-Dental

Pre-Medicine (MD or DO)

Pre-Occupational Therapy

Pre-Optometry

Pre-Pharmacy

Pre-Physical Therapy

Pre-Physician’s Assistant

Pre-Podiatry

Pre-Veterinary

History

Information Systems

Intercultural Studies

Interdisciplinary Studies

International Business

Journalism

Life Science Education

Management of Information 

Systems

Marketing 

Concentrations:

Digital Marketing

Professional Sales

Mathematics

Mathematics & Computing

Mathematics Education

Mechanical Engineering

Media Arts

Medical Imaging

Music Production

Nursing*

Photography

Political Science

Professional Communication

Psychology

Concentrations: 

Clinical & Integrative Health

Comprehensive Psychology

Child Life Specialist

Sport Psychology 

Industrial & Organizational 

Psychology

Science

Social Studies Education & History

Sociology

Spanish

Spanish Education

Special Education/Elementary Ed

Sport Business

Sport Management

Sport Marketing

Sport Ministry

Visual Communication Design

Concentrations:

Graphic Design

Illustration

World Languages

Worship Arts

Youth Ministry

*in collaboration with Bethel 

University

On the shores of picturesque 

Winona Lake in Indiana, you’ll find 

Grace College — a Christ-centered 

community engaged in thoughtful 

scholarship and career preparation. 

Here, we are led by grace. The kind

of grace that transforms perspectives, 

disrupts complacency, and redeems 

ideas. Come to Grace and begin a 

journey that will take you further

than you ever thought possible.

These are the Ways of Grace.
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“Two recently deployed 

families built their partner 

teams during Covid, yet God 

provided. They faced obstacles 

in their visa processes as if 

each step was contested, but 

God gave endurance and 

resilience. Deploying workers 

is a team effort and requires 

dependence on Him.” 

– Jennifer, United States

“We pursue the least 

reached by connecting 

people with what God 

is calling them to and 

supporting them as they 

pray, send, and go.” 

– Blaine, Director, 

Mobilization Services 

Network 

EncompassWorldPartners.org/Mobilize

The Mobilization Services Network identifies, prepares, and sends staff to the 
nations and encourages, equips, and supports those on the field.

Mobilization Services: Deploying Hope to the Nations

“Along with the Charis 

Fellowship, we have helped 

with transportation and 

housing for Ukrainian 

refugees. I believe the unity 

of the Church in Europe right 

now is the biggest testimony 

in this crisis, not only to 

Ukrainians but to all European 

citizens.” – JoEllen, Germany

“God is in the midst 

of crisis. He’s drawing 

people to Himself. He’s 

taking hard things and 

redeeming them for 

awesome and good 

purposes.” 

– Barb, Director, 

Crisis Response Network 

EncompassWorldPartners.org/Respond

The Crisis Response Network partners with church and ministry leaders to care for 
people during natural disasters, health emergencies, and more.

Crisis Response: Meeting Trauma with Compassion

“Our business-as-mission 

initiatives demonstrate the 

gospel holistically. We build 

community with our staff, 

customers, and neighborhood. 

Our vision is to see workplaces 

where young adults with 

intellectual disabilities can 

participate in society and be 

treated with dignity.”

– Colin & Colleen*, SE Asia

“I am so inspired by our 

staff because they show 

a lot of creativity, and 

they are pursuing the 

main goal to reach the 

least reached with the 

gospel.” 

– Thierry, Director, 

Transformation Works 

Network

EncompassWorldPartners.org/Transform

The Transformation Works Network displays the gospel through hospitality, 
medicine, business, education, service, and relationships.

Transformation Works: Sharing the Gospel with Creativity

“During COVID-19, we gave out 

Easter and Christmas packs, 

using the drop-offs as outreach 

opportunities. Over the summer, 

we ran a Vacation Bible School 

club where families collected 

materials from us, watched video 

lessons at home, and learned 

Bible verses to earn prizes.” 

– Jason & Crystal, England 

“We bring the 

fullness of Scripture 

to bear on the culture 

and to introduce 

a glorious Christ 

that really redeems, 

restores, and 

reestablishes.” 

– Florent, Director, 

Church Equipping 

Network 

EncompassWorldPartners.org/Equip

The Church Equipping Network disciples and trains local believers to 
become church and ministry leaders in their communities.

Church Equipping: Strengthening Churches to Impact the World

“We started a Russian church 

when we realized how many 

people were interested. Each 

year we see one to two people 

come to Christ. Our focus is to 

teach the Bible, read and obey it, 

and proclaim the Good News.” 

– Eddy & Sarah*, Central Asia

“We all have this 

same dream—of 

seeing people come 

to Christ, seeing 

churches come 

out of that, seeing 

leaders raised up, 

and seeing those 

churches multiply.”  

– Ted, Director, 

Church Planting 

Network

EncompassWorldPartners.org/Plant

The Church Planting Network plants strong communities of Christ-followers 
where the gospel is not known, celebrated, or proclaimed.

Church Planting: Growing God’s Family Across the Nations

“Many of the most creative ministry approaches I’ve seen 

during my tenure have been birthed not in spite of but 

because of the restrictions we face. Isn’t that just like our 

amazing God, who seems to show His power most when 

we own up to our limitations?” – Dave, Executive Director

Encompass World Partners’ network structure allows our staff to collaborate across cultural 
and geographical boundaries and work toward similar goals together. We function as a family, 
encouraging, equipping, and supporting each other as we pursue the least reached.

5 Networks, 1 Purpose: 
Bring Jesus to the 
Least Reached 
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“W
e want you to get into the Word until 
the Word gets into you.”2 I love that 

quote. Do you want the Scriptures to 
soak deeply into your life and be the overflow of your 
mouth and ministry? I do. I believe how we get into the 
Word effects how the Word gets into us.

John 5:39–40 says, “You study the Scriptures diligently 
because you think that in them you have eternal 
life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about 
me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life” (NIV).  
Something about how these Jews got into the text 
impacted what they saw and the conclusions they made. 
They were looking for the Messiah, so why did they 
miss Him? Although they searched Scripture diligently, 
they did not come to Christ for eternal life. Did they 
get sidetracked looking for an answer to an argument 
or support for the latest theological debate? Did they 
put themselves at the center of the story, looking only 
for solutions to their own problems? Reading a passage 
through the lens of our personal experience or current 
circumstance can cause us to miss the point. How we 
approach Scripture matters.

I’m grateful the Charis Fellowship provides a clear and 
robust statement to guide our approach to Scripture. Last 
summer, I had the opportunity at Access Conference 
to speak to a room of women eager to explore their 
hermeneutic, the way they interpret Scripture and “get 
into the Word”.

As part of our discussion, we explored a position 
statement on biblical truth from the Charis Commitment 
to Common Identity and how to apply it to our study 
of the Scriptures. The statement reads, “We seek to 
understand the intent of each biblical writer by using 
grammatical, historical, and contextual principles of 

interpretation, focused on Christ, led by the Holy Spirit, 
and oriented by grace.” 

How we approach Scripture matters.

Here are seven things to keep in mind when studying the 
Scriptures:

1.  We aren’t the original audience. God chose certain 
men to record things for a reason. We should let the 
original authors speak to their original audiences first.

2.  Brush up on grammar because words matter. Word 
choice, usage, and arrangement in the original 
language have a purpose.

3.  History means real people and real places in a real 
time. Ancient cultures and customs are very different 
from today, but the everlasting truths of Scripture 
will remain forever.

4.  Context is king! We have the whole counsel of God’s 
Word.

5.  Focus on Christ. We don’t want John 5:40 to be true 
about us.

6.  Let the Holy Spirit be our guide. No matter how well 
we focus on the first five points, we have nothing 
apart from the illumination of the very Spirit who 
breathed out the Scriptures.

7.  We need God’s grace. Fueling up on ammo for our 
next social media debate or looking for a quick fix to 
our problems won’t orient us toward grace. 

The Charis Fellowship is full of women passionate about 
God’s Word, God’s people, and God’s mission. As we get 
into the Word, the Word gets into us, and God uses the 
Word to flow out of us and into those we love and serve.

Jenn Avey is a church planter, Bible 
student, and serves with Charis Women. 
If you’d like additional resources 
for approaching Scripture, check 
out revealedbiblestudy.com 

“Ultimately, Scripture is about God — what He did, what 

He is doing, and what He will do — not about you. You’ll 

never appreciate God’s story if your story — solving your 

problems — is what you focus on when you study.”1

WOMEN AND

BIBLICAL TRUTH

1 The Bible Unfiltered: Approaching Scripture on Its Own 
Terms, Michael S. Heiser 

2 Preaching for the Rest of Us: Essentials for Text-Driven 
Preaching, Robby Gallaty and Steven W. Smith

I believe how we 

get into the Word 

effects how the 

Word gets into us.

by Jenn Avey
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At Camp Conquest we believe that the camp experience is the 

most effective tool for evangelism and discipleship available to 
the church today. Located in Lancaster County, PA, Camp 
Conquest is a member of the Northern Atlantic District of the 
Charis Fellowship. 

We never fully realize the impact of a week of camp until 
years later. One of this year’s STACC applicants told us: “I 

learned about my need for Jesus when I was a camper a few 
years ago. I never heard about salvation at my church.” One of 
last year’s STACC graduates let us know: “I was about to jump 

ship. I was frustrated with my family and bored with church. 
STACC re-oriented my attention to Christ and allowed me to 
see my family and church in a different light.” 

So what is STACC? Service Training At Camp Conquest is a 
three week discipleship program designed to help teens 
understand how they have been Equipped by God for acts of 
Service in order to Build up the body of Christ (Eph.4:12). A 
win for the camp is when these students return home to 
effectively serve in their church and community. 

Discipleship  
In the Camp Setting 

Visit our YouTube channel and 

CampConquest.org to learn more! 

Following the shutdown of 2020, Camp 

Conquest was able to open fully in 2021 

(actually increasing ministry opportunities 25% 
over 2019). People were eager to get outside 
and engage in community. One of our STACC 
participants said it best: “Camp is where I am 

spiritually and emotionally grounded. It was 
really hard to not be here last year. I am so glad, 
God allowed me to be at camp this summer.” 

A new discipleship opportunity being 

launched in 2022 is REAL men. This two 

week program gives young men ages 13-14 the 
chance to work hard, play hard, and the 
freedom to ask challenging questions about the 
Biblical worldview and authentic manhood. 
Framed by Psalm 78:72, this program will 
combine hard work with honest conversation. 



ENCOURAGE
our members through leadership, 

relationship and opportunity for 

fellowship with other like minded 

leaders through:

• Deploying regional shepherds to 

personally interact, pray, and listen to 

the hearts of our leaders. Currently, 

we have seven regional shepherds 

throughout the country and are working 

to develop and expand the role of this 

ministry.

• Providing discounts to Charis Fellowship 

activities at various events, such as 

Access National Conference and focus 

retreats. Maybe you have enjoyed a 

round of golf or a shaved ice on us! 

• Offering lifetime membership as a way 

of honoring faithful service.

• Producing a monthly newsletter with a 

word of encouragement from our board.

EQUIP
our members with the resources to 

grow as leaders, as they lead and train 

others for the work of ministry through:

• Creating and coordinating a national 

ordination and credentialing system that 

works with districts and churches in an effort 

to grow in biblical and theological cohesion 

among our leaders. In conjunction with 

Grace Theological Seminary, videos are now 

complete and available on our site to aid in 

this endeavor. 

• Utilizing the many resources available 

throughout our network of churches. With 

over 400 members, our greatest resource is 

you! Let us know what you are up to and help 

us develop our resource page for members. 

• Continuing education scholarships. Here is 

what Tim Clothier, 2021 scholarship recipient, 

had to say: “Far beyond financial assistance, 

the Inspire scholarship provided affirmation 

and encouragement. The road of continuing 

education may be long and at times difficult, 

but I would not be alone.”

ENGAGE
our members in a 

culture that ensures 

every pastor in 

our family of 

churches has built 

sustainable, fruitful, 

and Inspired 

relationships 

with those who 

are facing similar 

stages of life in 

ministry.

Pastors, consider this a personal 

invitation from us. Find out more at 

InspirePastors.org and be sure to join 

our mailing list. We are praying for you! 

For almost 125 years, a professional organization has 

existed for pastors in our movement of churches. 

The name has changed a few times, but our 

commitment to encourage, equip, and engage 

pastors for ministry has remained at the heart of 

why we exist. 

To Instill the Motivation, 

Enthusiasm, and Courage to 

Do Better and to Achieve More

Mark Lingenfelter

President

BOARD MEMBERS:

Jonathan Carey

Secretary

Doug Black

Treasurer
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people kinder, or ministry would 
be easier.”

But it’s not about you, it is all 
about Jesus. In fact, your whole 
ministry, life, and faith are not 
about you, but really all about 
pleasing Jesus!

Don’t copy me, except where I 
mimic Christ–otherwise you will 
pick up all my bad habits and few 
of my good ones...love people, love 
Jesus...be a student of the Word.

Collin Curfman has 
served as associate 
pastor at Grace Brethren 
Church in Sunnyside, 
Wash. He also serves as 
chairman of the youth 

council in the Northwest District and was 
recently elected to the Fellowship Council. 

t was five years ago that I found 
myself sitting in the basement 
of one of our district churches. 

Across from me sat the bulk of the 
Northwest District pastors. Their 
eyes looked up from the exam before 
them. Then, down again. Then, back 
to me again. I shifted nervously in 
my seat, awaiting their questions. 

Sitting at the helm of the meeting 
was the chairman of our district 
examining board, Pastor Greg 
Howell. Half-way through my review 
I felt much the same way I did when 
my tired GMC pickup tested “the 
hill” in Sunnyside. Eventually, fear 
gave way to gladness, and I made it 
to the other side! Pastor Greg was a 
great encouragement throughout the 
exam process. A week or so later he 
sent me an email saying I had passed 
and would be recommended for 
licensure. Happy day!

That’s one snapshot of the Greg 
Howell I knew. His far reaching but 
quiet, behind-the-scenes influence 
has left a profound impact in the 
Charis Fellowship. I am just one of 
countless many he helped along the 
ministry path. 

Another snapshot I have of Greg 
is his involvement with youth 
ministry. I had the privilege of 
serving alongside him on our district 
youth council. There he seemed to 
always have an eye for the upcoming 
generation and a desire to seek out 
ways to encourage and disciple them. 
He was constant in looking forward 

and enthusiastic for youth ministry. 
He was especially passionate about 
the ministry of Clear Lake Grace 
Brethren Camp and spent many 
summers serving there. 

A few years ago, I saw him share his 
testimony with a group of campers at 
Camp Clear Lake. With tears in his 
eyes, he explained how he attended 
the camp as a teen, and it was there 
he felt the Lord lay on his heart a call 
to ministry. That night a young Greg 
Howell threw his stick in the fire, 
symbolizing a commitment to serve. 
That’s how camp became for him 
an important way to tithe his time. 
He explained this in his Timothy 
Letter, written at a Focus Retreat in 
2014: “Tithe your time, pay forward, 
or repay those who went before or 
invested in you. That’s why I invest 
every year in summer camp ministry.” 
How many hundreds of teens were 
impacted by Greg’s investment of 
time at camp? Only the Lord knows, 
and He gets all the glory!

In his forty plus years of service 
as pastor in the small town of 
Goldendale, Wash., a local district 
leader, Fellowship Council member, 
and camp director, one truth is clear: 
For Greg, it wasn’t about him, it 
was all about Jesus. Again, from his 
Timothy Letter:

There will be days when you say or 
think:

“I thought that the church would 
be bigger (at least by now), or the 

His far reaching but quiet, behind-the-scenes influence has 

left a profound impact in the Charis Fellowship. I am just 

one of countless many he helped along the ministry path. 

REMEMBERING 
GREG HOWELL

With tears in his eyes, 

he explained how he 

attended the camp 

as a teen...That night 

a young Greg Howell 

threw his stick in the 

fire, symbolizing a 

commitment to serve. 

by Collin Curfman

I
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CAMP OVERVIEW 
AND LOGOS

CAMPS &
RETREAT CENTERS
of the Charis Fellowship

The Charis Fellowship has six camps or retreat centers which are sponsored, 

owned, or hosted by regional districts or churches. While the main goal for many is 

ministering to kids and teens, these facilities also provide space for Charis groups 

to gather. Through scheduled programming and maintaining facilities, these 

camps offer opportunities for evangelism, discipleship, and training. 

Camp Mantowagan
Western Pennsylvania District
Saxton, Pa.

Camp Mantowagan is owned and operated by churches in the 
West Penn District. Canoes, kayaks, mountain bikes, low-ropes 
course, target range, sporting fields and courts, indoor games, 
hiking and biking trails, and a climbing wall are a few of the 
features available to campers.

Camp Albryoca
Allegheny District
Meyeresdale, Pa.

Camp Albryoca has been hosting campers for more than 50 years. It 
offers athletic fields, an indoor heated swimming pool, fire pit, chapel, 
dining hall, shower houses, and cabins. Three weeks of the summer 
the Allegheny District churches utilize the facilities, otherwise they are 
available to be rented by church groups, organizations, and families. 

Camp Conquest
Northern Atlantic District
Denver, Pa.

Located in Lancaster County, Pa., Camp Conquest serves the Northern 
Atlantic District. The camp offers horseback riding, target sports, 
swimming, hiking, and campfires. Camp Conquest offers week-long 
day and overnight camps for children and youth 7–15 as well as 
weekend retreats. The facilities are available to rent the entire year.

Clear Lake Grace Brethren Camp
Pacific Northwest District
White Pass, Wash.

Clear Lake Grace Brethren Camp held its first camp in 1941. The 
camp offers field sports, snow tubing, boating, a climbing wall, and 
nearby skiing and backpacking trails. Two weeks of the summer 
the Pacific Northwest District Grace Brethren Youth Council runs 
camps. The camp is available to be rented by groups of 35 or more 
throughout the year.

The Lodge
Grace Community Church
Syracuse, Ind.

The Lodge was purchased in 2016 by Grace Community Church in 
Goshen, Ind., to serve the northern Indiana area. It has 52 acres of 
outdoor activities like professional disc golf, kayaks, canoes, trails, 
basketball courts, gaga pit, tether ball, and three fire pits. When the 
Lodge is not hosting private events, the grounds are open to the public.

Camp Tuk-A-Way
Blue Ridge District
Blacksburg, Va.

Camp Tuk-a-Way began in the mid 1960s on a piece of donated land. 
The camp runs two week-long camps, where campers participate in 
Bible training and discussions, craft time, swimming, archery, and 
group games. The remainder of the summer, the facilities are utilized by 
other groups who plan and operate their own teachings and activities.
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Since 1977 Camp Mantowagan has sought to encourage 
and inspire children, youth, and adults to lead righteous, 
useful, and Christ-centered lives by helping them mature 
physically, spiritually, mentally, and socially.  

We endeavor to provide a year-round, Christ-honoring 
camp and retreat facility to assist the evangelism and 
discipleship ministries of the West Penn District of the 
Charis Fellowship, as well as other evangelical 
churches and para-church ministries.  We are located 
near Raystown Lake in central Pennsylvania and can 
accommodate groups of up to 180 people. 

Learn about our exciting chapel  
project at campmantowagan.com! 

2671 Camp Lane 
Saxton, Pa 16678 

campmantowagan.com 
facebook.com/gocampm 

This multinational network is made up of groups of churches 

from various regions of the world. Global ministry initiatives 

since 1909 have resulted in more than 70 Charis Alliance 

churches in South America, more than 70 in the Caribbean, 

12 in Europe, 10 in Asia, and more than 3500 in Africa. While 

individual churches and groups of churches maintain their 

autonomy, The Charis Alliance provides a platform for these 

churches to pursue matters of common benefit and purpose.

CharisAlliance.org

Our national 

Charis Fellowship 

partners with our 

broader global 

family through 

a collaborative 

initiative known as 

the Charis Alliance.
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commonly heard expression 
in the part of Texas where I 
live is, “If you don’t like the 

weather, just stick around for a few 
minutes. It’ll change.”

Maybe that’s a true sentiment where 
you live, too.

Changes in the weather rarely catch 
us off guard. We have television 
channels and apps on our phones 
that give us down-to-the-minute 
updates on exactly what to expect 
as it relates to the weather. It’s 
quite handy. It helps us prepare for 
the different things that we might 
encounter when we commute, 
travel, or sit on the sideline at our 
kid’s soccer game. There’s nothing 
fun about getting caught in the rain 
without an umbrella.

Wouldn’t it be great if we had the 
same kind of forecast for the culture 
as we do for the weather? Let’s face 
it, the culture around us is changing 
at a whiplash-pace. Let’s also admit 
that the changes in the culture have 
made Christian ministry more and 
more complicated. Not only are we 
swimming upstream in relation to 
issues of morality and justice, we’re 
also competing against a thousand 
different things for the time and 
attention of those we are called to 
reach and those we intend to disciple.

It probably won’t come as a shock 
to hear that many churches around 
the country have struggled to keep 
up with the rapid changes in the 

culture. Some of our favorite “tried 
and true” methods of ministry are 
simply not making the impact they 
once did. Many churches have found 
themselves stagnant or in decline 
as a result of maintaining the status 
quo while the community around 
them has radically changed. In other 
words, they’ve been caught in the 
rain without an umbrella.

Depending on which reports you 
read, somewhere between 4,000 
and 5,000 churches in the U.S. 
permanently close their doors each 
year. There may be as many as five 
times that number that are in a stage 
of “life support,” at risk of closing 
within the next three to five years. 
Pastors, church leaders, and entire 
denominations find themselves 
looking for ways to stop the skid. The 
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic 
has accelerated the decline of many 
churches and has revealed even further 
a lack of health and sustainability for 
many local churches. 

Most church health experts agree 
that all churches have natural seasons 
of growth and decline. A key to 
ensuring the long and fruitful future 
for any church lies in its ability to 
assess where it is in its lifecycle and 
adjust course accordingly. Churches 
that have reached a point of sustained 
health or maintenance should take 
proactive steps to evaluate ministry 
strategies and impact. They should 
do so before they begin to experience 
downward momentum. 

Many churches have found themselves stagnant or in 

decline as a result of maintaining the status quo while the 

community around them has radically changed. In other 

words, they’ve been caught in the rain without an umbrella.

CAUGHT
IN THE RAIN
by Bart Blair

Churches at the peak of the bell 
curve may find that they need to 
refresh or renew their vision and 
ministry strategies to keep up with 
the changing culture. Whereas in 
past generations a church may have 
been able to sustain a specific model 
of ministry for two decades without 
needing to make much change, it 
might be helpful these days for a 
church to walk through a revisioning 
process every five to seven years, just 
to keep up with the world changing 
around us.

Churches that find themselves in stages 
of preservation or life support may 
need to consider an intentional process 
of revitalization. Defined as “the action 
of imbuing new life,” a revitalization is 
just that – giving new life to something 
that already exists. Perhaps a church 
already has a building but no clear di-
rection, or a pastor retired and there is 
need for someone at the helm to guide 
the congregation, or ministry impact 
is dwindling. Whatever the reason, re-

vitalization is a vital part of equipping 
churches for effective ministry in our 
rapidly changing culture.

The work and process of church 
revitalization is quite challenging and 
usually takes longer than most would 
hope. But when a congregation unifies 
around its desire to honor the past by 
whole heartedly pursuing a new way 
forward, God is glorified and hope is 
restored. The goal of church revitaliza-
tion is not just to see churches survive, 
but to see them thrive. 

Bart Blair serves Assist 
Church Expansion as 
the director of church 
revitalization. He has 
been a pastor in the 
Charis Fellowship since 
2002, having served in 

two church plants in Canada. He cur-
rently resides in the Dallas, Texas, area 
where he and his wife, Elizabeth, are 
praying about the future of the Charis 
Fellowship in the Lone Star State.

AWouldn’t it be 

great if we had 

the same kind of 

forecast for the 

culture as we do 

for the weather? 

Let’s face it, the 

culture around us 

is changing at a 

whiplash-pace.
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Access2021 was held at Grace 
Community Church in Goshen, 
Ind., on July 27–29.

Tom Avey retired from serving 
as Fellowship Coordinator for the 
Charis Fellowship. 

Tim Hodge began serving full-
time as Fellowship Coordinator 
for the Charis Fellowship.

Charis Fellowship’s annual 
business meeting for delegates 
was held online on August 31.

Assist Church Expansion and 
Eagle Commission were granted 
National Ministry status.

Charis Fellowship and Brethren 
Missionary Herald (BMH Books 
and GraceConnect) filed official 
paperwork for a merger between 
the two organizations with the 
Indiana Secretary of State. 

Assist Church Expansion 
celebrated the completion of their 
first two-year revitalization process 
by Pataskala Grace Church.

JULY

Central Focus Retreat was held 
at Deer Creek State Park in Mt. 
Sterling, Ohio, on October 4–6.

East Focus Retreat was held 
in Ocean City, Md., on October 
18–20.

Liz Cutler Gates retired from 
serving as executive director of 
BMH Books and GraceConnect.

Dr. Bill Katip announced his 
retirement from serving as Grace 
College president.

Encompass Crisis Response sent 
four teams to Bowling Green, Ky., to 
help with tornado clean-up efforts, 
utilizing their Disaster Response RV 
for the first time. 

Momentum Ministry Partners 
awarded Grace Community Church 
in Goshen, Ind., their Church of the 
Year award.

Grace Seminary received a $1 
million grant to establish the Charis 
Collective for Thriving Leaders. 

AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE

Dr. John Teevan began serving 
as interim president at Grace 
College.

Southwest Focus Retreat 
was held at Grace Community 
Church in Seal Beach, Calif., as a 
one day event on January 25.

The Fellowship Council met 
together in Seal Beach, Calif., on 
Jan 26–28. 

Encompass World Partners and 
the Charis Alliance honored the 
100th anniversary of missionary 
James Gribble arriving in the 
Central African Republic with a 
week-long celebration in Bangui. 

Momentum Ministry Partners 
awarded Bellfontaine Grace 
Church in Belfontaine, Ohio, their 
Church on the Rise award.

South Focus Retreat was held in 
St. Petersburg, Fla., on March 7–9.

Momentum Ministry Partners 
awarded Grace Church, Town 
Center Campus in Kennesaw, Ga., 
their Breakthrough Church of the 
Year award.

Fellowship Council’s Spring 
meeting was held online on 
April 27th.

Northwest Focus Retreat held 
at Clear Lake Grace Brethren 
Camp in White Pass, Wash., on 
May 22–24.

Charis Executive Team visited 
with leaders of Charis churches 
in Alaska.

Dr. Drew Flamm concluded his 
role as executive vice president to 
begin serving in July as the seventh 
president of Grace College.

Grace Brethren Investment 
Foundation rebranded as Grace 
Financial.

AROUND
THE FELLOWSHIP

Charis Women announced 
Alicia Morales would serve as the 
coordinator for Hispanic women. 
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     The organization is a not-for-profit  
corporation, affiliated with the Blue Ridge  
Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches.   
Located on 65 acres in the heart of the  

Blue Ridge Mountains.  Camp Tuk-A-Way  
seeks to provide a clean, wholesome  

environment for quality Christian Camping.  
The grounds offer the facilities and  
amenities to accommodate most  

groups up to 150 members. 

2262 Craig Creek Road 

Blacksburg, VA  24060 

www.camptukaway.com 

facebook.com/tukaway/ 

The Center, located at Grace 

Theological Seminary, offers 

programs to equip and encourage 

church planters and ministry leaders 

through mentor-based cohorts, annual 

events and retreats, ongoing training 

sessions, a repository of presentation 

topics, and academic programs.

The Center 

for Thriving 

Leaders 

exists to bring 

holistic health, 

renewal, and 

revitalization to 

church leaders.

A gracious 

place for 

thoughtful, 

theological 

dialogue. 

Whether providing footnotes for future 

Position Statements, articles for a 

forthcoming journal, or practical advice on 

complex issues, the Symposium will guide 

us toward a Platinum Age of Theology.




